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SENATE BI LL 5185

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Benton, Milliken and Stevens

Read first time 01/17/2003. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to open public neetings; and anending RCW
42.30. 030, 42.30.040, 42.30.060, and 42.30.070.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW42.30.030 and 1971 ex.s. ¢ 250 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Al l neetings of the governing body of a public agency shall be open
and public and all persons shall be permtted to attend any neeti ng of
t he governing body of a public agency, except as otherw se provided in
this chapter.

An agenda nust be posted at |east seventy-two hours before each
reqular neeting and twenty-four hours before each special neeting.
Each agenda item nust be described wth enough specificity to indicate
the subject matter or action to be considered, but need not exceed
twenty words per agenda item

At least fifteen mnutes nust be allotted for public coment for
each agenda item Each person desiring to speak nmust be allotted at
least three mnutes, except that the tinme allotted may be reduced
proportionately if nore than five people desire to speak on the agenda
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item The governi ng body shall accept witten comments in addition to
spoken comments.

Sec. 2. RCW42.30.040 and 1971 ex.s. ¢ 250 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A nmenber of the public shall not be required, as a condition to
attendance at a neeting of a governing body, to register his or her
name and other information, to conplete a questionnaire, or otherw se
to fulfill any condition precedent to his or her attendance.

The governing body may require persons desiring to speak or present
witten comments to identify hinmself or herself.

Sec. 3. RCW42.30.060 and 1989 ¢ 42 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) ((Ne)) A governing body of a public agency ((shat)) nmay adopt
((anry)) an ordinance, resolution, rule, regulation, order, or
directive((;—exeept—n)) only when:

(a) The action is taken at a neeting (i) open to the public ((and
then—only—at—a—neeting-)) and (ii) for which the date ((ef—whieh)) is
fixed by law or rule((+)) or ((at—a—reetinrg—of—whiech)) notice has been

gi ven according to the provisions of this chapter; and

(b) The agenda for the neeting clearly indicates that the governing
body may take final action on the matter.

Any action taken at neetings failing to conply wth the provisions
of this subsection shall be null and void.

(2) No governing body of a public agency at any neeting required to
be open to the public shall vote by secret ballot. Any vote taken in
violation of this subsection shall be null and void, and shall be
consi dered an "action" under this chapter.

Sec. 4. RCW42.30.070 and 1983 ¢ 155 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The governing body of a public agency shall provide the tine for
hol ding regular neetings by ordinance, resolution, bylaws, or by
what ever other rule is required for the conduct of business by that

body. { ( Unless—otherwse—provi-ded—for—in—the—act—under—whi-ch—the

pubH-ec—ageney—was—forrmed-)) Meetings of ((the)) a governing body ((+need
pot)) of a public agency defined under RCW42. 30.020(1)(a) nust be held
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within the state. Meetings of a governing body of a public agency
defined under RCW42. 30. 020(1) (b) must be held wthin the boundaries of

the territory over which the public agency exercises jurisdiction.

Meetings of a governing body of a public agency defined under RCW
42.30.020(1) (c) or (d) nust be held within the boundaries of the
territory of a public agency served by the subagency or policy group.

If at any tinme any regular neeting falls on a holiday, such regul ar

nmeeting shall be held on the next business day. |If, by reason of fire,

fl ood, earthquake, or other energency, there is a need for expedited
action by a governing body to neet the energency, the presiding officer

of the governing body may provide for a neeting site other than the
regular neeting site and the notice and agenda requirenents of this
chapter shall be suspended during such energency. It shall not be a
violation of the requirenents of this chapter for a nmgjority of the
menbers of a governing body to travel together or gather for purposes
other than a regular neeting or a special neeting as these terns are
used in this chapter: PROVIDED, That they take no action as defined in
this chapter.

--- END ---
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