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HOUSE BI LL 3184

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives dibborn, Sinpson, G, Onsby, Santos, Upthegrove,
Darneille, Mrrell, Hudgi ns and Conway

Read first time 02/04/2004. Referred to Commttee on Appropriations.

AN ACT Relating to health insurance coverage for children; and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) The health of the children of Washington state is critical to
their success in school and throughout their 1Iives. Children with
heal th i nsurance coverage have better health outcones than those who
| ack coverage. Children wthout health insurance coverage are nore
likely to be in poor health and nore likely to delay receiving, or go
wi t hout, needed health care services; and

(b) Access to preventive and well-child health services for
children are a cost-effective investnent of both public and private
dollars that inprove the health of children and of our communities at
| ar ge.

(2) It is therefore the intent of the legislature to provide access
to health insurance coverage for all <children in the state of
Washi ngt on by 2008, by buil ding upon and strengthening the successes of
enpl oyer -sponsored health insurance coverage and publicly supported
children's health insurance prograns.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The admnistrator of the health care
authority shall conduct a study and prepare recommendations to the
| egislature to achi eve the goal of providing access to health insurance
coverage for all children in the state of Wshington by 2008. The
report and recommendations nust be submtted to the governor and
appropriate conmmttees of the |legislature by Decenber 1, 2004.

(2) In conducting the study and preparing recommendations, the
adm ni strator of the health care authority shall establish and actively
consult with an advisory comnmttee that includes representatives of at
least the following individuals or entities: Consuners, including
people wth disabilities and communities of color; health care
providers and facilities; health insurance carriers; academc or health
care research institutions; the departnent of social and health
services; the departnent of health; and the state board of health.

(3) The admnistrator, in consultation with the advisory commttee,
shall, inits report to the governor and the | egislature:

(a) Exam ne and address the foll ow ng:

(1) Current rates of health care coverage anong children in the
state of Washi ngton;

(i1i) The role of nedicaid, the state children's health insurance
program and other publicly funded prograns in providing health care
coverage to children in the state of Washi ngton, including the extent
to which admnistrative requirenents related to applications for
coverage and to continuing eligibility verification affect the
participation in the prograns of children who are eligible for these
progr amns;

(ii1) The role of enployer-sponsored health insurance in providing
heal th care coverage to children in the state of Washi ngton; and

(iv) The experiences of other states that have attenpted to provide
heal th care coverage for children, including the approaches they have
taken to providing coverage, the extent to which they have integrated
the provision of proven preventive health services into coverage, and
the results of their efforts; and

(b) Provide a recomended systemto achieve the goal of providing
access to health insurance coverage for all children in the state of
Washi ngton by 2008, including recomendations related to delivery of
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heal th services, integrating the provision of proven preventive health

servi ces,

and financi ng.

~-- END ---
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