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Brief Description: Requesting full funding for the cleanup of the Hanford Reservation.

Sponsors: Senators Hale, Fraser, Eide, Regala and Roach.

Brief Summary of Engrossed Bill

174

Asks the President of the United States and to the U.S. Congress to fully fund the
environmental cleanup at the Hanford Site.

Hearing Date: 2/26/02
Staff: Jason Callahan (786-7117).
Background:

The Hanford Site in Benton County was chosen in 1943 for the Manhattan Project and used
to produce plutonium for the world’s first nuclear weapons. According to the United States
Department of Energy, the focus today at the site is on site cleanup and environmental
restoration, scientific and environmental research, development and application of radioactive
waste and hazardous waste management technology, and design, construction, and operation
of major energy-related test and development facilities. Currently, fifty-four million gallons

of radioactive waste is stored on site in 177 underground single and double-walled tanks.

The waste includes highly radioactive sludge and less radioactive liquids.

On May 15, 1989 the Department of Energy, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,

and the Washington Department of Ecology signed a comprehensive cleanup and compliance
agreement. This agreement is known both as the "Hanford Federal Facility Agreement and
Consent Order", and the "Tri-Party Agreement". This agreement is for achieving

compliance with the Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act
(CERCLA), as that law applies to the treatment, storage, and disposal of the hazardous
substances located at the Hanford Site.

Specifically, the Tri-Party Agreement defines and ranks CERCLA cleanup commitments,
establishes responsibilities, provides a basis for budgeting, and reflects a concerted goal of
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achieving full regulatory compliance and remediation. The Tri-Party Agreement consists of
the actual legal agreement and the action plan— to implement the cleanup.

Summary of Bill:

President George W. Bush, the U.S. Senate, and U.S. House of Representatives is asked to
fully fund the needs of a sustained environmental cleanup in keeping with the Tri-Party
Agreement and providing for the protection of the Columbia River and the citizens of
Washington.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not Requested.
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