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Brief Description: Allowing the department of natural resources to exchange certain
bedlands to obtain clear title to certain property on the Cowlitz river.

Sponsors: By Senators Snyder and Zarelli; by request of Department of Natural
Resources.

Brief Summary of Bill

Authorizes the Department of Natural Resources to exchange bedlands abandoned
through the rechanneling of the Cowlitz River.

Authorizes the Department of Natural Resources to enter into boundary line
agreements to resolve any disputes over the location of state-owned lands beneath the
Cowlitz River.

Hearing Date: 3/19/01
Staff: Jason Callahan (786-7117).
Background:

The Washington State Constitution declares that the beds and shores or all navigable
waters in Washington are owned by the state. The Legislature subsequently designated the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) as the steward of these lands. The DNR acts as a
proprietor, subject to legislative direction, of all state-owned aquatic lands and holds these
lands in trust for all current and future residents of the state. Privately-owned uplands

that currently exist beneath a navigable waterway remains the private property of the
original upland owner or his successors in interest. The DNR is authorized to exchange
state-owned aquatic lands if the exchange is in the public interest. However, that authority
does not extent to aquatic lands beneath a state-owned harbor or waterway or to state-
owned bedlands.

The Cowlitz River is located in the southwestern portion of Washington. The Cowlitz
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serves as one of the major tributaries to the Columbia River, and reaches its confluence
with the Columbia near the town of Longview, Washington. In the 1920’s a dike was
constructed on the Cowlitz near its confluence, diverting the river from its original path.
The divergence resulted in the original bed of the river becoming a nonnavigable body of
shallow water, and the river’'s navigable course being diverted across an adjacent upland
area. Currently, the state retains ownership of the original riverbed now lying below
nonnavigable water. The navigable portion of the Cowlitz River is privately owned.

Summary of Bill:

The DNR is authorized to exchange bedlands abandoned through the rechanneling of the
Cowlitz River near the confluence of the Columbia River. Such an exchange will give the
state clear title to the Cowlitz River as it now exists or where it may exist in the future.

The DNR may also exchange bedlands and enter into boundary line agreements to resolve
any disputes over the location of state-owned lands under the dike in the Cowlitz River that
was built in 1920.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not Requested.

Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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