6391- S
Sponsor(s): Senate Commttee on Health & Long-TermCare (originally
sponsored by Senators Thi baudeau, Deccio and Kohl - Wl | es)

Brief Description: Authorizing a study to review primary care
provi ders’ paynent services.

SB 6391-S. E - DI GEST
(AS OF SENATE 2ND READI NG 2/ 14/ 00)

Decl ares that, in cases where providers serve a
di sproportionately Jlarge nunber of Jlowincone clients, the
rei nbursenent rates from public prograns to primary health care
providers may prove insufficient to mintain their nedical

practices.
Fi nds t hat determ ni ng wher e provi ders serve a
di sproportionately large nunber of Ilowincone clients and

devel opi ng strategies to provide additional conpensation will help
stabilize the current health care system especially in rura
ar eas.

Aut hori zes the primary health care provider study.

Directs the nedical assistance adm nistration and the health
care authority to jointly conduct a state-w de study to determ ne
paynment sources for primary health care providers performng
outpatient primary care services and primary care in hospital
energency roons for the state’'s nedical assistance prograns,
i ncludi ng healthy options and the basic health plan. The purpose
of the study is to determine which providers serve a relatively
hi gh nunber of |owincone clients, and how that affects their
medi cal practice. The agencies are directed to use this data to
devel op proposals to support these providers’ nedical practices.

Requi res the nedi cal assistance adm nistration and the health
care authority to report to the |legislature by Decenber 1, 2000,
with the results of the primary health care provider study. The
report will include recomendations on: (1) What constitutes a
di sproportionately high percentage of |owincone clients;

(2) possible paynent adjustnents for these providers;

(3) nethods to inplenment such a rate adjustnent; and

(4) what such a paynent adjusted programw || cost.



