6349- S

Sponsor(s): Senate Commttee on Environnmental Quality & Water
Resources (originally sponsored by Senators Ei de, Mdrton, Swecker
Prentice, Fraser, MAuliffe and Rasnmussen)

Brief Description: Extending the expiration date of the water well
del egati on program

SB 6349-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Amends RCW 18.104.043 to delete the expiration date of June
30, 2000.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 6349-S
March 17, 2000
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, w thout nmy approval as to section 2,
Substitute Senate Bill No. 6349 entitled:

"AN ACT Rel ating to extendi ng the expiration date of the water

wel | del egati on program"”

This bill woul d have extended the authority of the Departnent
of Ecology to delegate the admnistration and enforcenent of
taggi ng, sealing, and decomm ssioning of water wells to |ocal
health districts or counties until June 30, 2006. By vetoing
section 2, the Departnent’s authority will be nmade pernmanent.

Currently, delegation of authority is only provided to | ocal
governnments that neet the strict requirenents of the Departnent, as
set forth in a nmenorandum of understanding for each del egation
Thi s program has been in place since 1992 and has al ready received
two sunset reviews. It is tinme to nmake the program pernmanent
because it is cost effective, and has a proven success record that
is resulting in enhanced public health and environnenta
protections.

For these reasons, | have vetoed section 2 of Substitute
Senate Bill No. 6349.

Wth the exception of section 2, Substitute Senate Bill No.
6349 i s approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



