5508- S

Sponsor(s): Senate Commttee on Natural Resources, Parks &
Recreation (originally sponsored by Senators Spanel, Cke, Snyder,
Jacobsen, Rossi and Rasnussen)

Brief Title: Increasing harvest data accuracy for the recreational
crab fishery.

SB 5508-S. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Decl ares that increased harvest data accuracy is needed for
the recreational crab fishery and this goal can be acconplished
t hrough the establishnment of a crab catch record card system

Provi des that the departnent shall utilize data fromthe crab
catch record cards in preparing catch reports and in catch-sharing
negoti ati ons.

Provi des that the act shall be null and void if appropriations
are not approved.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 5508-S
May 18, 1999
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:
| amreturning herewith, w thout ny approval as to sections 2
and 3, Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5508 entitled:
"AN ACT Relating to catch record card requirenents for
recreational crab fishers;"
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 5508 requires the
Department of Fish and Wldlife to utilize crab catch record cards
in determning the recreational harvest of crab. Sections 2 and 3

of the bill would require recreational Dungeness crab fishers to
have catch record cards on July 15, 1999, before they could fish.
VWhile | support the intent of this bill, the 1999 Dungeness crab

i cense year has already begun, and this requirenent would create
significant difficulties for fishers who have already purchased
| i censes. It would also be practically inpossible for the
Department of Fish and Wldlife to notify crab fishers, and create
and distribute catch record cards by m d-July.

The Departnent of Fish and Wldlife strongly agrees that catch
record cards would be very valuable in tracking crab harvest and
popul ation statistics. And, it has conmmtted to inplenenting the
program by adm nistrative rule, effective with the next |icense
year beginning in April 2000.

For these reasons, | have vetoed sections 2 and 3 of Engrossed
Substitute Senate Bill No. 5508.

Wth the exception of sections 2 and 3, Engrossed Substitute
Senate Bill No. 5508 is approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke



Gover nor



