5154- S

Sponsor(s): Senate Commttee on Judiciary (originally sponsored by
Senat ors Hargrove, MCaslin, Goings and Heavey)

Brief Title: Limting the liability of electric utilities.

SB 5154-S - DI GEST

(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Provides that an electric utility is imune fromliability
under RCW 64. 12.030, 64.12.040, and 4.24.630 and any clains for
general or special damages, including clains of enotional distress,
when it cuts or renoves vegetation |ocated on or originating from
| and or property adjacent to electric facilities and that: (1) Has
cone in contact with or caused damage to electric facilities;

(2) poses an imm nent hazard to the general public health,
safety, or welfare and the electric utility provides notice and
makes a reasonable effort to obtain an agreenent fromthe resident
or property owner present on the property to trim or renove such
hazard. For purposes of this section, notice may be provided by
posting a notice or flier in a conspicuous | ocation on the affected
property that gives a good faith estimate of the time franme in
which the electric utility’'s trimmng or renoval work must occur,
specifies how the electric utility may be contacted, and expl ai ns
the responsibility of the resident or property owner to respond
pursuant to the requirenents of the notice. An electric utility
may act w thout agreenent if the resident or property owner fails
to respond pursuant to the requirenents of the notice. No notice
or agreenment is necessary if the electric utility’'s action is
necessary to protect life, property, or restore electric service;
or

(3) poses a potential threat to danage electric facilities and
the electric utility attenpts witten notice by mail to the |ast
known address of record indicating the intent to act or renobve
vegetati on and secures agreenent fromthe affected property owner
of record for the cutting, renoving, and disposition of the
veget ati on. Such notice shall include a brief statenment of the
need and nature of the work intended that will inpact the owner’s
property or vegetation, a good faith estinate of the tinme frane in
whi ch such work will occur, and how the utility can be contacted
regarding the cutting or renoval of vegetation. |If the affected
property owner fails to respond to a notice from the electric
utility within two weeks of the date the electric utility provided
notice, the electric utility may secure agreenent from a resident
of the affected property for the cutting, renoving, and di sposition
of vegetation.



