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Brief Title: Limiting the liability of electric utilities.

SB 5154-S - DIGEST

(DIGEST AS ENACTED)

Provides that an electric utility is immune from liability
under RCW 64.12.030, 64.12.040, and 4.24.630 and any claims for
general or special damages, including claims of emotional distress,
when it cuts or removes vegetation located on or originating from
land or property adjacent to electric facilities and that: (1) Has
come in contact with or caused damage to electric facilities;

(2) poses an imminent hazard to the general public health,
safety, or welfare and the electric utility provides notice and
makes a reasonable effort to obtain an agreement from the resident
or property owner present on the property to trim or remove such
hazard. For purposes of this section, notice may be provided by
posting a notice or flier in a conspicuous location on the affected
property that gives a good faith estimate of the time frame in
which the electric utility’s trimming or removal work must occur,
specifies how the electric utility may be contacted, and explains
the responsibility of the resident or property owner to respond
pursuant to the requirements of the notice. An electric utility
may act without agreement if the resident or property owner fails
to respond pursuant to the requirements of the notice. No notice
or agreement is necessary if the electric utility’s action is
necessary to protect life, property, or restore electric service;
or

(3) poses a potential threat to damage electric facilities and
the electric utility attempts written notice by mail to the last
known address of record indicating the intent to act or remove
vegetation and secures agreement from the affected property owner
of record for the cutting, removing, and disposition of the
vegetation. Such notice shall include a brief statement of the
need and nature of the work intended that will impact the owner’s
property or vegetation, a good faith estimate of the time frame in
which such work will occur, and how the utility can be contacted
regarding the cutting or removal of vegetation. If the affected
property owner fails to respond to a notice from the electric
utility within two weeks of the date the electric utility provided
notice, the electric utility may secure agreement from a resident
of the affected property for the cutting, removing, and disposition
of vegetation.


