2091-S

Sponsor(s): House Commttee on Natural Resources (originally
sponsored by Representatives Buck, Regala, Dunshee, Thonas,
Al exander, Doum t, Kessler, McMrris, Gant, Hatfield, Linville, G
Chandl er, Reardon, Ericksen, Quall, Ogden, Cenents, Schoesler,
Anderson, Lisk, Eicknmeyer, D. Sommers and Vel oria; by request of
Gover nor Locke)

Brief Title: Contributing to salnon and water quality enhancenent
in areas inpacted by forest practices.

HB 2091-S. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Finds that the forests and fish report as defined in RCW
76. 09. 020 was devel oped through extensive negotiations with the
federal agencies responsible for admnistering the endangered
speci es act and the clean water act. The legislature further finds
that the forestry industry, small |andowners, tribal governnents,
state and federal agencies, and counties have worked diligently for
nearly two years to reach agreenent on scientifically based changes
to the forest practices rules, set forth in the forests and fish
report as defined in RCW76.09.020. The legislature further finds
that if existing forest practices rules are anended as proposed in
the forests and fish report as defined in RCW 76.09.020, the
resulting changes in forest practices (1) will lead to: (a) Sal non
habitat that neets riparian functions vital to the long-term
recovery of salnmon on nore than sixty thousand mles of streans in
this state; (b) identification of forest roads contributing to
habi t at degradati on and corrective action to renedy those probl ens
to protect salnon habitat; (c) increased protection of steep and
unst abl e sl opes; and (d) the i npl enentation of scientifically based
adaptive managenent and nonitoring processes for evaluating the
i npacts of forest practices on aquatic resources, as defined in RCW
76. 09. 020, and a process for anmending the forest practices rules to
i ncorporate new information as it becones avail abl e;

(2) will lead to the protection of aquatic resources to the
maxi mum ext ent practicabl e consistent with maintaining conmerci al
forest managenent as an economcally viable use of |ands suitable
for that purpose; and

(3) will provide a regulatory climte and structure nore
likely to keep |l andowners from converting forest |ands to other
uses that would be | ess desirable for sal non recovery.

VETO MESSAGE ON HB 2091-S
June 7, 1999
To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:
| amreturning herewith, w thout my approval as to sections
903 and 1404, Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 2091 entitled:
"AN ACT Relating to forest practices as they affect the



recovery of sal non and ot her aquatic resources;"

Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 2091 establishes
| egi sl ative direction for the use of the Forest and Fi sh Report of
February 1999, prepared by the Forest Practices Board, to protect
sal non habitat and water quality.

Section 903 of the bill would direct the Departnent of Natural
Resources to evaluate certain publicly held lands, report the
reasons those |ands may not provide sufficient shade to streans,
and estimate the resources needed to reforest the | ands. Thi s
activity would involve considerable staff time and expense
(approxi mately $250,000) and noney for it was not included in the
budget passed by the | egislature. G ven the funding strain already

inherent in the requirenents of this legislation, | prefer to veto
this section.
Section 1404 of the bill would nmake this act null and void if

harvest |levels of certain salnon runs in Al askan waters were not
reduced by twenty-five percent by Decenber 31, 2004. This section

was added to the bill imediately prior to final passage and was
not part of the negotiated package. It is vague and anbi guous
Further, it would provide an unnecessary |inkage between two

distinct elenents of a conprehensive sal non protection strategy.
It would jeopardize the goal of long-termcertainty intended with
this legislation, risk the loss of federal assurances against
certain types of lawsuits due to the incidental take of sal non, and
make unwor kabl e | ong-termincentive prograns such as the forestry
ri pari an easenent program

For these reasons, | have vetoed sections 903 and 1404 of
Engrossed Substitute House Bill No. 2091. Wth the exception of
sections 903 and 1404, ESHB 2091 is approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



