1040
Sponsor(s): Representatives DeBolt and Hatfield

Brief Title: Assisting rural distressed areas.
HB 1040 - DI GEST

Decl ares the prinmary goals of this act are to: (1) Pronote
and retain the operation of businesses in rural distressed areas;

(2) pronote the expansion of existing businesses in rura
di stressed areas;

(3) attract new businesses to rural distressed areas;

(4) assist in the devel opnent of new busi nesses from w thin
rural distressed areas;

(5) provide famly wage jobs to the citizens of rural
di stressed areas; and

(6) pronote the devel opnent of communities of excellence in
rural distressed areas.

Establishes wthin the departnment of community, trade, and
econom ¢ developnent the office of business assistance and
recruitment for rural distressed areas.

Requires the joint legislative audit and review conmttee to
desi gn an eval uati on mechani smfor econom cally di stressed counties
under this act and undertake an evaluation of +this act’s
ef fectiveness by Novenber 1, 2003. The agencies inplenenting the
prograns under this act shall assist the joint legislative audit
and review conm ttee eval uation.



