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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5098

St ate of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators
Kohl - Wl | es, Wnsl ey, Patterson, Long, Brown, Horn, Thi baudeau, Heavey,
Spanel, Snyder, Hale, Prentice, Kline, Fraser, MAuliffe and Costa)

Read first tinme 03/05/1999.

AN ACT Rel ating to the Washi ngton state wonen’s conmm ssi on; addi ng
a new chapter to Title 43 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature reaffirns that the public
policy of this state is to ensure equal opportunity and social justice
for all of its citizens. The legislature finds that wonen have uni que
chal l enges in achieving equality as a result of historic patterns of
di scrim nation. It is the purpose of this chapter to inprove the
status and well-being of wonmen by ensuring their full and equal
participation in governnment, business, and education and recogni zi ng
their contribution to the honme, famly, community, the private sector,
and the econony. The legislature further finds that it is desirable to
direct a continuing evaluation and study of state |laws and rules as
they affect wonen; and further, to encourage the education of the
citizens of this state with regard to public policy as it relates to
the diverse pursuits of wonen, and to encourage the pronotion of
equality, as well as equity and social justice. Therefore, the
| egi slature deens it necessary to create a conm ssion to carry out the
pur poses of this chapter.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) The Washi ngton state wonen’s conm sSi on
is established in the office of the governor.

(2) The conm ssion shall consist of nine nmenbers appointed by the
governor with the advice and consent of the senate. Two nenbers of the
senate, one fromeach of the two major political parties, appointed by
the president of the senate, and two nenbers of the house of
representatives, one from each of the two major political parties,
appoi nted by the speaker of the house of representatives, shall serve
as advisory nenbers. The governor shall consider nom nations for
menber shi p based upon mai ntai ni ng a bal anced and di verse distribution
of ethnic, geographic, sex, age, soci oeconom ¢ status, and occupati onal
representation, where practicable.

(3) All wonen’s commi ssion nenbers shall serve at the pleasure of
t he governor, but in no case may any nenber serve nore than three years
wi t hout formal reappointnent by the governor. Al |egislative advisory
menbers shall serve for a two-year term and the position of any
| egi sl ative advisory nenber shall be deenmed vacated whenever such
menber ceases to be a nmenber of the house from which he or she was
appointed. O the persons initially appointed by the governor to the
wonen’s comm ssion, three shall be appointed to serve one year, three
to serve two years, and three to serve three years. Upon expiration of
such terns, subsequent appointnents shall be for three years. Any
vacanci es occurring in the nmenbership of the comm ssion shall be filled
for the remainder of the unexpired term in the sane manner as the
ori gi nal appoi nt nents.

(4)(a) Nonlegislative nenbers shall be reinbursed for expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties in accordance wth RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(b) Legislative nenbers shall be reinbursed for expenses incurred
in the performance of their duties in accordance with RCW 44. 04. 120.

(5 A sinple majority of the nmenbership constitutes a quorum for
t he purpose of conducting busi ness.

(6) The governor shall appoint an executive director of the
conmi ssi on.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The executive director shall appoint staff
who shall be state enployees under Title 41 RCW
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The conm ssion shall adopt rul es necessary
to carry out the purposes of this chapter in accordance with chapter
34. 05 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) The comm ssion shall exam ne and define
issues pertaining to the rights and needs of all wonen and nmake
recomendations to the governor, the legislature, and state agencies
W th respect to desirable changes in prograns, | aws, and adm ni strative
practices. The primary functions of the comm ssion are to address
health care issues relevant to wonen and the econom c condition of
wonen in the state.

(2) The comm ssion shall further advise such state agencies on the
devel opment and inplenentation of conprehensive and coordinated
policies, plans, and prograns focusing on the special problens and
needs of wonen.

(3) The conm ssion may gather data and dissemnate information to
the public in order to inplenment the purposes of this chapter.

(4) Each state departnent and agency shall provi de appropriate and
reasonabl e assistance to the comm ssion as needed in order that the
comm ssion may carry out the purposes of this chapter

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. In carrying out its duties, the conm ssion
may establish such relationships with public and private institutions,
| ocal governnents, private i ndustry, comrunity organi zati ons, and ot her
segnents of the general public as may be needed to pronote equal
opportunity for wonen in governnent, education, econom c security,
enpl oynent, and servi ces.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 7. The conm ssion may receive such gifts,
grants, and endowrents fromprivate sources as may be made fromtine to
time in trust or otherw se for the use and benefit of the purposes of
t he comm ssion and to expend the sanme or any i ncone therefromaccordi ng
to the terns of the gifts, grants, or endownents, and the purposes of
this chapter. The executive director shall nmake a report of such funds
received fromprivate sources to the office of financial managenent on
a current basis. Such funds received fromprivate sources shall not be
applied to reduce or substitute for the commssion’s budget as
appropriated by the legislature, but, shall be applied and expended
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toward projects and functions authorized by this chapter that were not
funded by the | egislature.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 8 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 10. The Washington state wonen’s comm ssion
term nates on June 30, 2005.

~-- END ---
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