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S-0343.1

SENATE BI LL 5026

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Swecker

Read first tinme 01/11/1999. Referred to Conmmttee on Natural
Resources, Parks & Recreation

AN ACT Relating to fisheries; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. (1) It is the purpose of the individua
fishery quota systemto award to individual fishers shares for sal non
harvest nunbers based on the previous record of fishingin the fishery.
If an individual fisher does not receive an initial quota or share
al l ocation or does not receive shares by transfer in the future, that
fisher will not be able to participate in the salnon fishery. The
guota share is a permt that awards a fisher the privilege to fish in
t he common property of the state. The quota shares will determ ne each
fisher’s individual quota, which is the anmount of salnon that the
fisher is entitled to catch each year. The fisher may catch the quota
at any tinme during the appropriate season but nmay not exceed inposed
limts in any given area. Wth this act, the legislature intends to
decrease pressure to fish in rough weather and to i nprove safety in the
fisheries.

(2) The fish and wildlife comm ssion shall design an individua
fisheries quota program based upon a federal program outlined in the
federal register, volune 50, page 59375, published on Novenber 9, 1993.
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The comm ssion shall ensure that the program includes ownership
restrictions to prevent quota shares for the fishery being held by too
few fishers, and vessel restrictions to prevent too few fishers from
catching all the fish

(3) The comm ssion shall ensure that the quota share system is
based upon qualified filings that would represent a percentage of the
harvest for certain seasons and regul atory areas. The conm ssion
shall, after a public hearing, set poundage or individual fish gquotas
for each year. The comm ssion shall ensure that the quotas are based
upon each managenent area, allowing variance from year to year in
accord with the harvest guidelines established by the federal
departnent of fish and wildlife.

(4) The conm ssion shall ensure that qualifying areas are grouped
as follows: (a) San Juan/Point Roberts areas 7 and 7a; (b) areas 10,
11, and 12 (Hood Canal); (c) areas 8 (Everett) and 9.

(5) The comm ssion shall issue quotas to permt owners each year
begi nning in the year 2000.

(6) The comm ssion shall ensure that share requirenents apply to
Washi ngton state gill net and purse seine permts and are upon
i ndi vi dual s not vessels.

(7) The comm ssion, in conjunction with the departnent, shall set
hi storical harvest levels for gill net and purse seine uses based on
the last five years for each grouped area. The comm ssion shall
devel op net hods to nmake the programfunctional after conducting public
hearings with interested parties prior to the adoption of formal rules.

(8) The comm ssion shall ensure that permts are issued not to
vessel s but to individuals and shall require that the individual permt
hol der be aboard the vessel when the vessel is fishing.

(9) Following the initial issue of shares by the departnent, the

comm ssion shall provide that gill net and purse seine shares are
i nt erchangeabl e between vessel owners in the sane fishery. The
comm ssion shall consider vessel restrictions and limtations on

i ndi vi dual control of shares.
(10) The comm ssion shall report back to the |egislature on the
proposed program and rul es by Decenber 1, 1999.

~-- END ---
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