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HOUSE BI LL 2248

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Gonbosky, Lovick, O Brien, Wod, Santos, Ednonds
Ruder man and Kenney

Read first time 02/26/1999. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to processing traffic citations issued outside an
officer’s primary territorial jurisdiction; anending RCW 46.64.010
addi ng a new section to chapter 46.63 RCW and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that under RCW
10.93. 070, general authority Washi ngton peace officers may enforce the
traffic laws of this state throughout the territorial bounds of this
state wunder certain enunerated circunstances. The | egislature
recogni zes that currently there does not exi st established procedures
for the disposition of traffic citations issued outside an officer’s
primary territorial jurisdiction. It is the purpose of section 2 of
this act to establish procedures for the disposition of such citations.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 46. 63 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1)(a) When a |law enforcenent officer issues a traffic citation
outside the officer’s primary territorial jurisdiction for a violation
of the state traffic laws, as authorized under RCW 10.93.070, the
of ficer shall deposit the original or a copy of the traffic citation
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with the court of limted jurisdiction in which the officer would
normal |y deposit traffic citations if the officer were in his or her
primary territorial jurisdiction. The court of [imted jurisdictionin
which the officer deposits the original or a copy of the traffic
citation has jurisdiction over theinfractionas if the infraction were
issued within the officer’s primary territorial jurisdiction.

(b) For the purposes of this section, "primary territorial
jurisdiction"” neans the city, town, or unincorporated areas within the
county boundaries in which the officer is responsible for police
activity.

(2)(a) Wthin ten business days from the date the citation was
i ssued, the person determned to have conmtted the infraction may
request that jurisdiction over the traffic infraction be transferred to
the court having jurisdictionover traffic infractions i ssued where the
all eged violation occurred. The request nust be in witing and
submtted to the court where the citation was deposited. Upon such a
request, the court where the citation was deposited nust transfer
jurisdiction over the matter to the appropriate court.

(b) Except as provided for in subsection (3) of this section, al
procedures applicable to traffic infractions under this chapter apply
in the same manner to traffic infractions that have been transferred
under this section. A transfer of jurisdiction over the infraction
does not limt or preclude hearings, rights, or renedies available
under this chapter to the person determned to have commtted the
infraction. Wen a person requests a transfer under this section, the
time period in which a person has to respond to a notice of traffic
infraction will be calculated fromthe date the traffic infraction is
transferred.

(3) If the person determned to have conmtted the infraction
requests a hearing to contest the infraction, the person may subpoena
W t nesses, including the officer, and may present evi dence and exam ne
W t nesses present in court. |If the person subpoenas the officer and
the court finds that the infraction was commtted, the person nust pay
all reasonable travel costs associated with the officer’s appearance.
| f both the prosecutor and the person determ ned to have conmtted the
i nfraction subpoena the officer and the court finds that the infraction
was conmtted, the person determ ned to have commtted the infraction
must pay all reasonable travel costs associated with the officer’s
appear ance.
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(4) The procedures provided in this section do not apply to traffic
citations issued by any Washington state patrol officer.

Sec. 3. RCW46.64.010 and 1961 ¢ 12 s 46.64.010 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

Every traffic enforcenent agency in this state shall provide in
appropriate formtraffic citations containing notices to appear which
shall be issued in books with citations in quadruplicate and neeting
the requirenments of this section.

The chief adm nistrative officer of every such traffic enforcenent
agency shall be responsible for the issuance of such books and shal
maintain a record of every such book and each citation contained
therein issued to individual nenbers of the traffic enforcenent agency
and shall require and retain a receipt for every book so issued.

Every traffic enforcenent officer upon issuing a traffic citation
to an alleged violator of any provision of the notor vehicle | aws of
this state or of any traffic ordinance of any city or town shall
deposit the original or a copy of such traffic citation with a court
havi ng conpetent jurisdiction over the alleged offense or with its
traffic violations bureau.

Upon the deposit of the original or a copy of such traffic
citation, or transfer of the traffic citation as provided for under

section 2 of this act, with a court having conpetent jurisdiction over
the all eged offense or withits traffic viol ations bureau as af oresai d,
said original or copy of such traffic citation may be di sposed of only
by trial in said court or other official action by a judge of said
court, including forfeiture of the bail or by the deposit of sufficient
bail with or paynent of a fine to said traffic violations bureau by the
person to whom such traffic citation has been issued by the traffic
enf orcement officer.

It shall be unlawful and official msconduct for any traffic
enforcenent officer or other officer or public enployee to dispose of
atraffic citation or copies thereof or of the record of the issuance
of the same in a manner other than as required herein.

The chief admnistrative officer of every traffic enforcenent
agency shall require the return to him of a copy of every traffic
citation issued by an officer under his supervision to an alleged
violator of any traffic law or ordinance and of all copies of every
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traffic citation which has been spoiled or upon which any entry has
been made and not issued to an alleged violator.

Such chief admnistrative officer shall also maintain or cause to
be maintained in connection with every traffic citation issued by an
of ficer under his supervision a record of the disposition of the charge
by the court or its traffic violations bureau in which the original or
copy of the traffic citation was deposited.

Any person who cancels or solicits the cancellation of any traffic
citation, in any manner other than as provided in this section, shal
be guilty of a m sdeneanor.

Every record of traffic citations required in this section shall be
audited nonthly by the appropriate fiscal officer of the governnent
agency to which the traffic enforcenent agency is responsible.

~-- END ---
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