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HOUSE BI LL 2159

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Quall, Talcott, Schindler, O Brien, Esser, Gonbosky,
Ruderman, Boldt, Haigh, D. Somrers, Dunn, Kagi, Stensen, Kenney,
M | osci a, Santos, Tokuda, Lanbert, Edwards and Barl ean

Read first tine 02/17/1999. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to record checks of private school educationa
enpl oyees; adding new sections to chapter 28A 195 RCW nmking an
appropriation; providing an expiration date; and declaring an
emer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A 195
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature finds additional safeguards are necessary to
ensure safety of school children attendi ng approved private schools in
the state of Washi ngton. In order to ensure this goal, by June 30,
1999, private schools approved under this chapter shall require that
all enployees who have regularly schedul ed unsupervised access to
children and were hired before July 1, 1999, undergo a record check
through the Washington state patrol crimnal identification system
under RCW 43.43.830 through 43.43.838 and 10.97. 050, and through the
federal bureau of investigation. The record check shall include a
fingerprint check wusing a conplete Wshington state <crimna
identification card. Certified enployees who have conpleted a record
check in accordance with RCW 28A. 410. 010 are not required to undergo
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the record check required by this section. The superintendent of
public instruction shall provide a copy of the record report to the
enpl oyee. Once an enpl oyee has a record check as required under this
section, additional record checks shall not be required of the enpl oyee
unl ess required by other provisions of |aw

(2) Private schools under this chapter and their enployees shal
not be required by the state patrol or superintendent of public
instruction to pay for the record check required in this section.

(3) The record checks required in this section shall be in process
no | ater than Septenber 30, 1999.

(4) This section expires March 31, 2001.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The sum of seven hundred fifty thousand
dollars, or as nuch thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 2001, from the general fund to the
superintendent of public instruction for the purposes of section 1 of
this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 195
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) By June 30, 1999, private schools approved under this chapter
shall require that all enployees who have regularly scheduled
unsupervi sed access to children and were hired after June 30, 1999,
undergo a record check through the Washington state patrol crimna
identification system under RCW 43.43.830 through 43.43.838 and
10. 97. 050, and through the federal bureau of investigation. The record
check shall include a fingerprint check using a conplete Washi ngton
state crimnal identification card. Certified enployees who have
conpleted a record check in accordance wth RCW 28A. 410.010 are not
required to undergo the record check required by this section.

(2) The approved private school or the enpl oyee or applicant shal
pay the costs associated with the record check required in this
section.

(3) The processing of record checks required in this section for
enpl oyees hired after July 1, 1999, shall begin by Septenber 30, 1999.

(4) When necessary, applicants may be enployed on a conditiona
basi s pending conpletion of the investigation. |If the applicant has
had this record check within the prior two years, the approved private
school or contractor may waive the requirenent.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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