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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1487

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Children & Fam |y Services (originally sponsored
by Representatives C enents and Skinner)

Read first tinme 03/01/1999.

AN ACT Relating to foster parents’ rights; anmending RCW 74. 13. 280
and 74.13. 330; adding new sections to chapter 74.13 RCW and creating
a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. This act is intended to protect, pronote,
and nurture children, including foster children, by acconplishing the
fol |l ow ng purposes:

(1) Creating a clear and wel |l -defined set of services for famlies
wi th endangered children or foster children;

(2) Ensuring that services to famlies with endangered chil dren or
foster children wll be delivered in an orderly, predictable, and
consi stent manner;

(3) Targeting services to famlies and children nost at risk

(4) Concentrating resources on those services that are nost
effective and critically needed;

(5) Assuring that services are selected and tailored to neet the
specific needs of individual famlies;

(6) Inproving coordi nati on anong agenci es provi di ng assi stance to
famlies;
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(7) Increasing agency accountability in providing services to
i ndi vidual famlies;

(8) Assuring better information concerning services to assist
parents, foster parents, courts, advocat es, | egi sl ators,
adm nistrators, social workers, and others to plan for children nore
effectively;

(9) Inproving the quality, tineliness, and decisiveness of agency
and judicial decisions concerning famlies; and

(10) Ensuring that foster famlies and children, are treated in a
fair, objective, and expeditious manner by t he departnment of social and
heal t h servi ces.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Foster parents have the right to be free of coercion
discrimnation, and reprisal in serving foster children, including the
right to voice grievances about treatnent furnished or not furnished to
the foster child.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

No departnent enpl oyee nmay retaliate against a foster parent or in
any ot her manner discrim nate agai nst any foster parent because:

(1) The foster parent nade a conplaint with the office of famly
and children’s onbudsman, the attorney general, I|aw enforcenent
agencies, or the departnent, provided information, or otherw se
cooperated with the investigation of such a conpl aint;

(2) The foster parent has caused to be instituted any proceedi ngs
under or related to Title 13 RCW

(3) The foster parent has testified or is about to testify in any
such proceedi ngs;

(4) The foster parent has advocated for services on behalf of the
foster child;

(5) The foster parent has sought to adopt a foster child in the
foster parent’s care; or

(6) The foster parent has discussed or consulted with anyone
concerning the foster parent’s rights under this chapter or chapter
74.15 or 13.34 RCW
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Sec. 4. RCW74.13.280 and 1997 ¢ 272 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in RCW70. 24. 105, whenever a child is pl aced
in out-of-hone care by the departnment or a child-placing agency, the
departnment or agency shall ((—wthin—available—+resources)) share
informati on about the child and the child s famly with the care
provi der and shal | ( (—wthin—avattable—+eseurees)) consult with the
care provider regarding the child s case plan. If the child is
dependent pursuant to a proceeding under chapter 13.34 RCW the
departnent or agency shall keep the care provider inforned regarding
the dates and |ocation of dependency review and pernmanency planni ng
heari ngs pertaining to the child.

(2) Any person who receives information about a child or a child' s
fam |y pursuant to this section shall keep the information confidenti al
and shall not further disclose or dissem nate the i nformati on except as
aut hori zed by | aw.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to limt the
authority of the departnent or child-placing agencies to disclose
client information or to maintain client confidentiality as provided by
| aw.

Sec. 5. RCW74.13.330 and 1990 c 284 s 23 are each anended to read
as follows:

Foster parents are responsible for the protection, care,
supervision, and nurturing of the child in placenent. As an integral
part of the foster care team foster parents shall((;)):___Assist in
famly visitation, including nonitoring; nodel effective parenting
behavior for the natural famly; and if appropriate and they desire
to((+)), participate in the devel opnent of the service plan for the

child and the child s fam | y((+—asstst—+ntamty—visitation—+heluding
famty) ).
NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. If any provision of this act or its

application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---
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