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Bill Analysis Bill No. SSB 5640

Studyingorimarydatesandspeedinagounting.

BriefTitle HearindDate:3/30/99
SenatorsGardneandVicCaslin Staff: SteveLundin
Sponsor(s) State Governmer@ommittee

Phone:786-7127
BACKGROUND:

A primarglectiotonominatecandidates heldathe earlieothe thirdTuesdayn Septembepriortoa
generalectionithe seventfiuesdagriortoa generalelection.

A three-memilgeuntycanvassitmpardn eaclcountcanvasse®tesastaieach electioomprimary
anctertifiegheelectionesults. Thecanvasmustecompleteahdhe resultsnustbecertifiedifteen
daysaftera generalectiomnden daysaftera speciatlectiooprimary.

SUMMARY:

A temporatgskforceis establishedmakeecommendatiarghe timingfrimaryelections,
canvassitmallotsandertificationkelectionresults. Theaskforceconsistefl3membersasfollows:

Five citizeimembegrejointlyappointdalythe secretargftate, presidemthe Senateandto-
speakeisthe HouseRepresentatives.

Thepresidenbthe Senatappointsvomembersthe Senategnefromeaclothe twolargest
caucuses.

Theco-speakesthe HouselRepresentativappointwomembersthe Housegnefromeach
othe twolargestcaucuses.

TheSecretanpfState ordesignee.
Onecountyelectionefficiadesignatdnthe AssociatiafCountyOfficials.

A representativdeach majopoliticapartyin the stateappointdalythe chairothe Party
CentraCommittee.



Theaskforcemustreporits recommendatitmtise GoverndbecretargfState, ancappropriate
standingommitteexthe SenatandHouseRepresentativegnolater thanDecemb&l999The
taskforceterminatesnDecemb@i., 1999.

Thecountyauditomusiconvenihe countycanvassitmpardgprocessabsentdeallot@indcanvassotes
aleast eventhirddayafter a speciatlectiomrimaryggeneraklectioandeforecertificatioothe
electionesults.Anabsentdaallothathasnotbeercanvassedustecanvassdaithe canvassing
boardvhent is convenatitheabsentdeallowas:

Receivetlythe countyauditoonobeforethedaybeforetheconvenirgthe canvass|ing?]
boardand

Eitherwasreturnetieforgheclosingthe pollsoibearsa dateoimailingonotbeforethe
electioffor whicht wasissued.

Resultsthe latesttabulatiomusthemadegyubliemmediatedyjterthe completiavthe canvass.

FISCANOTE:Notequested.

EFFECTINZATE Ninetydaysafteradjournmenisessiorin whichbillis passed.



