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BACKGROUND:

Aneligiblepersonmayfilea declarationofcandidacyfor anofficeduringtheregularfilingperiod,orduring
anextendedfilingperiodif nocandidatefiledfor thatofficeduringtheregularfilingperiod.If noonehas
fileda declarationofcandidacyfor a partisanofficeasa nomineeofa major politicalpartyduringthefiling
period,themajorpoliticalpartymayselecta candidatefor thenominationofthat partyfor thepartisan
office. Thecountycentralcommitteeofthe majorpoliticalpartymakestheselection,if thedistrict
representedbythe partisanofficeis withina singlecounty.Thestatecentralcommitteeofthe major
politicalpartymakestheselectionin otherinstances.Thenamesofthesecandidatesareprintedonballots
for theprimaryorgeneralelectionwhentheofficeis placedbeforevoters.

Write-invotingis allowedin thisstate. Aneligiblepersonmayfilea declarationofcandidacyasa declared
write-incandidatenotlaterthanthedaybeforetheprimaryofgeneralelection.Votersmaycasta write-in
votefor a declaredwrite-incandidateorfor a personwhohasnotfileda declarationofcandidacyasa
write-incandidate.However,therequirementstocast a write-invotefor a personwhohasnotfileda
declarationofcandidacyasa write-incandidatearesomewhatgreaterthantocast a write-invotefor a
personwhohasfileda declarationofcandidacyasa write-incandidate.If thepersonwhoreceiveswrite-in
votesfileda declarationofcandidacyasa write-incandidate,a votecastfor thatpersonis countedif the
voterwritesthatperson’snameintheappropriateplaceontheballot.However,if thepersonwhoreceives
write-invoteshasnotfileda declarationofcandidacytobea write-in candidate,a votefor thatpersonis
countedonlyif thevoterwritesthatperson’snameintheappropriateplaceontheballotandalsodesignates
theofficesoughtandpositionnumberorpoliticalparty,if applicable.

Statutesarein conflictastowhethera personwhofilesa declarationofcandidacyasa write-incandidate
mustpaythe normalfillingfeefor theofficethatis sought.

Write-invotesarecountedseparatelyfromvotesandneednotbetalliedif, assumingallofthe write-invotes
werecastfor thesameperson,thewrite-invotescouldnothavealteredtheoutcomeofthe primaryor
election.



SUMMARY:

A varietyofchangesaremaderelatingtowrite-invoting.

If anopticalscansystemofvoting is used,a voterdesiringtocast a write-invotemustcompletetheproper
marknexttothe write-inlinefor thatoffice.

It is clarifiedthata personwhofilesa declarationofcandidacyasa write-incandidatemustpaythe regular
filingfeefor theoffice.

Thenumberofwrite-invotescastfor eachofficemustberecordedandreportedwiththecanvasofthe
election.

Inthe caseofoffices wherethedistrictencompassesmorethana singlecounty,write-invotesfor an
individualcandidatemustbetalliedif thesecretaryofstate, oranotherauditorin multi-countydistricts,
notifiesthecountyauditorthat it appearsthewrite-invotescouldaltertheoutcomeofthe primaryor
election.

Inthe caseofoffices wherethedistrictencompassesmorethana singlecounty,theauditormusttallythe
write-invotescastfor anofficeif thetotalnumberofwrite-invotescastfor thatofficeis greaterthanthe
numberofvotes castfor a candidateapparentlyelectedor qualified–[??nominated??]andthe auditormust
notifythesecretaryofstate andothercountyauditorsthatthewrite-invotesshouldbetallied.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


