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1773 AVH WOLF H2395.1

HB 1773 - H AMD 0056 ADOPTED 03/ 15/ 99
By Representatives Wl fe and Lanbert

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"Sec. 1. RCW26.09.240 and 1996 ¢ 177 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A person other than a parent, if the person is related to a
child through consanguinity, marriage, or adoption, nmay petition the
court for visitation with ((a)) the child at any tinme or may intervene
in a pending dissolution, I|egal separation, or nodification of
parenting plan proceeding. ((A)) The person ((ether—than—-aparent))
may not petition for visitation under this section unless the child' s
parent or parents have commenced an action under this chapter.

(2) ((A)) The petition for visitation ((wth—a—<chi-dby—a—person
ether—than—aparent)) nust be filed in the county in which the child
resi des.

(3) ((Apetitioentor—visttatien—or—anetientoeintervenre—pursuant
tothis—seet+onshall—bedismssedunlessthe petitioner—er—intervenoer

4y)) The court may order visitation between the petitioner or

intervenor and the child ((betweenr—whom—a——stgniftecant—relationship
extsts—upen—afndingsuppoerted-by theevidenrcethatthevisttatien+s
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REW-26-09-015—
£6))) if the petitioner or intervenor has denonstrated by clear,

cogent, and convincing evidence that:

(a) A significant relationship exists with the child wth whom
visitation is sought;

(b) Denial of visitation would result in a substantial |ikelihood
of harmto the child s physical, nental, or enotional well-being; and

(c) Visitation is in the child s best interests.

If the petition or notion is dismssed, the petitioner or
intervenor shall be ordered to pay reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs
to the parent, parents, other custodian, or representative of the child
who responds to the petition or notion.

(4) The court may consider the followng factors when making a
determ nation of the child s best interests:

(a) The strength of the relationship between the child and the
petitioner or intervenor;

(b) The relationship between each of the child s parents or the
person with whom the child is residing and the petitioner or
i nt ervenor;

(c) The nature and reason for either parent’s objection to granting
the petitioner or intervenor visitation;

(d) The effect that granting visitation wll have on the
relationship between the child and the child s parents or the person
with whomthe child is residing;

(e) The residential time-sharing arrangenents between the parents;

(f) The good faith of the petitioner or intervenor;

(g) Any crimnal history or history of physical, enotional, or
sexual abuse or neglect by the petitioner or intervenor; and

(h) Any other factor relevant to the child s best interest.

((6H)) (5) The restrictions of RCW26.09. 191 that apply to parents
shal |l be applied to a petitioner or intervenor who i s not a parent, but
who is related to the child through consanguinity, narriage, or
adopti on. The nature and extent of visitation, subject to these
restrictions, is in the discretion of the court.
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((8))) (6) The court my order an investigation and report
concerning the proposed visitation or may appoint a guardian ad litem
as provided in RCW 26. 09. 220.

((9Y)) (7) Visitation granted ((pursuanrt—te)) under this section
shall be incorporated into the parenting plan for the child.

((£26)y)) (8) The court may nodify or termnate an order granting
visitation ((+ghts—granted—pursuant—te)) under this section in any
subsequent nodi fication action upon a show ng that the visitationis no
| onger in the best interest of the child.

Sec. 2. RCW26.10.160 and 1996 ¢ 303 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A parent not granted custody of the child is entitled to
reasonabl e visitation rights except as provided in subsection (2) of
this section.

(2)(a) Visitation with the child shall be Iimted if it is found
that the parent seeking visitation has engaged in any of the foll ow ng
conduct: (i) WIIful abandonnent that continues for an extended peri od
of time or substantial refusal to perform parenting functions; (ii)
physi cal, sexual, or a pattern of enotional abuse of a child; (iii) a
hi story of acts of donestic violence as defined in RCW26.50.010(1) or
an assault or sexual assault which causes grievous bodily harmor the
fear of such harm or (iv) the parent has been convicted as an adult of
a sex offense under

(A) RCWO9A. 44.076 if, because of the difference in age between the
of fender and the victim no rebuttabl e presunption exists under (d) of
this subsection

(B) RCWO9A. 44.079 if, because of the difference in age between the
of fender and the victim no rebuttabl e presunption exists under (d) of
this subsection

(CO RCWO9A 44.086 if, because of the difference in age between the
of fender and the victim no rebuttabl e presunption exists under (d) of
this subsection

(D) RCW 9A. 44. 089;

(E) RCW 9A. 44. 093;

(F) RCW 9A. 44. 096;

(G RCWO9A 64.020 (1) or (2) if, because of the difference in age
bet ween the of fender and the victim no rebuttabl e presunption exists
under (d) of this subsection;
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(H) Chapter 9.68A RCW

(I') Any predecessor or antecedent statute for the offenses listed
in (a)(iv)(A) through (H of this subsection;

(J) Any statute from any other jurisdiction that describes an
of fense anal ogous to the offenses listed in (a)(iv)(A) through (H) of
this subsection

This subsection (2)(a) shall not apply when (c) or (d) of this
subsection applies.

(b) The parent’s visitation with the child shall be limted if it
is found that the parent resides with a person who has engaged in any
of the follow ng conduct: (i) Physical, sexual, or a pattern of
enoti onal abuse of a child; (ii) a history of acts of donestic viol ence
as defined in RCW 26.50.010(1) or an assault or sexual assault that
causes grievous bodily harm or the fear of such harm or (iii) the
person has been convicted as an adult or as a juvenile has been
adj udi cated of a sex of fense under:

(A) RCWO9A. 44.076 if, because of the difference in age between the
of fender and the victim no rebuttable presunption exists under (e) of
this subsection

(B) RCWO9A. 44.079 if, because of the difference in age between the
of fender and the victim no rebuttable presunption exists under (e) of
this subsection

(C© RCWOA 44.086 if, because of the difference in age between the
of fender and the victim no rebuttabl e presunption exists under (e) of
this subsection

(D) RCW 9A. 44. 089;

(E) RCW 9A. 44. 093;

(F) RCW 9A. 44. 096;

(G RCWO9A. 64.020 (1) or (2) if, because of the difference in age
bet ween the of fender and the victim no rebuttable presunption exists
under (e) of this subsection;

(H) Chapter 9.68A RCW

(I') Any predecessor or antecedent statute for the offenses |listed
in (b)(iii)(A) through (H of this subsection;

(J) Any statute from any other jurisdiction that describes an
of fense anal ogous to the offenses listed in (b)(iii)(A) through (H) of
this subsection

This subsection (2)(b) shall not apply when (c) or (e) of this
subsection applies.
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(c) If a parent has been found to be a sexual predator under
chapter 71.09 RCW or wunder an analogous statute of any other
jurisdiction, the court shall restrain the parent fromcontact with a
child that woul d otherw se be all owed under this chapter. |If a parent
resides with an adult or a juvenile who has been found to be a sexual
predat or under chapter 71.09 RCWor under an anal ogous statute of any
other jurisdiction, the court shall restrain the parent from contact
with the parent’s child except contact that occurs outside that
person’ s presence.

(d) There is a rebuttable presunption that a parent who has been
convicted as an adult of a sex offense listed in (d)(i) through (ix) of
this subsection poses a present danger to a child. Unless the parent
rebuts this presunption, the court shall restrain the parent from
contact with a child that would otherwise be allowed under this
chapter:

(1) RCWO9A.64.020 (1) or (2), provided that the person convicted
was at |east five years older than the other person

(ii) RCW9A. 44.073;

(1i1) RCW 9A. 44.076, provided that the person convicted was at
| east eight years older than the victim

(1v) RCWO9A. 44.079, provided that the person convicted was at | east
ei ght years older than the victim

(v) RCW 9A. 44. 083;

(vi) RCWO9A. 44. 086, provided that the person convicted was at | east
ei ght years older than the victim

(vii) RCW 9A. 44.100;

(viii) Any predecessor or antecedent statute for the offenses
listed in (d)(i) through (vii) of this subsection;

(i1x) Any statute from any other jurisdiction that describes an
of fense anal ogous to the offenses listed in (d)(i) through (vii) of
this subsection

(e) There is a rebuttable presunption that a parent who resides
with a person who, as an adult, has been convicted, or as a juvenile
has been adj udi cated, of the sex offenses listed in (e)(i) through (ix)
of this subsection places a child at risk of abuse or harm when that
parent exercises visitation in the presence of the convicted or
adj udi cat ed person. Unl ess the parent rebuts the presunption, the
court shall restrain the parent from contact with the parent’s child
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except for contact that occurs outside of the convicted or adjudicated
person’ s presence:

(1) RCWO9A.64.020 (1) or (2), provided that the person convicted
was at |least five years older than the other person

(ii) RCW9A. 44.073;

(1i1) RCW 9A. 44.076, provided that the person convicted was at
| east eight years older than the victim

(1v) RCWO9A. 44.079, provided that the person convicted was at | east
ei ght years older than the victim

(v) RCW 9A. 44. 083;

(vi) RCWO9A. 44. 086, provided that the person convicted was at | east
ei ght years older than the victim

(vii) RCW 9A. 44.100;

(viii) Any predecessor or antecedent statute for the offenses
listed in (e)(i) through (vii) of this subsection;

(i1x) Any statute from any other jurisdiction that describes an
of fense anal ogous to the offenses listed in (e)(i) through (vii) of
this subsection

(f) The presunption established in (d) of this subsection may be
rebutted only after a witten finding that:

(1) I'f the child was not the victimof the sex offense comnm tted by
t he parent requesting visitation, (A) contact between the child and the
of fending parent is appropriate and poses mninmal risk to the child,
and (B) the of fendi ng parent has successfully engaged in treatnent for
sex offenders or is engaged in and nmaking progress in such treatnent,
if any was ordered by a court, and the treatnent provider believes such
contact is appropriate and poses mninmal risk to the child; or

(ti) If the child was the victimof the sex offense commtted by
t he parent requesting visitation, (A) contact between the child and the
of fending parent is appropriate and poses mninmal risk to the child,
(B) if the child is in or has been in therapy for victins of sexua
abuse, the child s counsel or believes such contact between the child
and the offending parent is in the child s best interest, and (C) the
of fending parent has successfully engaged in treatnent for sex
of fenders or is engaged in and making progress in such treatnent, if
any was ordered by a court, and the treatnent provider believes such
contact is appropriate and poses mninmal risk to the child.

(g) The presunption established in (e) of this subsection may be
rebutted only after a witten finding that:
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(1) If the child was not the victimof the sex offense comnm tted by
the person who is residing wwth the parent requesting visitation, (A
contact between the child and the parent residing with the convicted or
adj udi cated person is appropriate and that parent is able to protect
the child in the presence of the convicted or adjudicated person, and
(B) the convicted or adjudicated person has successfully engaged in
treatment for sex offenders or is engaged in and nmaking progress in
such treatnent, if any was ordered by a court, and the treatnent
provi der believes such contact is appropriate and poses mnimal risk to
the child; or

(ti) If the child was the victim of the sex offense commtted by
the person who is residing wwth the parent requesting visitation, (A
contact between the child and the parent in the presence of the
convi cted or adjudicated person is appropriate and poses mnimal risk
tothe child, (B) if the childis in or has been in therapy for victins
of sexual abuse, the child s counselor believes such contact between
the child and the parent residing with the convicted or adjudicated
person in the presence of the convicted or adjudicated personis inthe
child s best interest, and (C) the convicted or adjudi cated person has
successfully engaged in treatnent for sex offenders or is engaged in
and nmaki ng progress in such treatnent, if any was ordered by a court,
and the treatnent provider believes contact between the parent and
child in the presence of the convicted or adjudicated person is
appropriate and poses mnimal risk to the child.

(h) If the court finds that the parent has nmet the burden of
rebutting the presunption under (f) of this subsection, the court may
allow a parent who has been convicted as an adult of a sex offense
listed in (d)(i) through (ix) of this subsection to have visitation
with the child supervised by a neutral and independent adult and
pursuant to an adequate plan for supervision of such visitation. The
court shall not approve of a supervisor for contact between the child
and the parent unless the court finds, based on the evidence, that the
supervisor is wlling and capable of protecting the child from harm
The court shall revoke court approval of the supervisor upon finding,
based on the evidence, that the supervisor has failed to protect the
child or is no longer wlling or capable of protecting the child.

(1) If the court finds that the parent has nmet the burden of
rebutting the presunption under (g) of this subsection, the court may
allow a parent residing with a person who has been adjudicated as a
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juvenile of a sex offense listed in (e)(i) through (ix) of this
subsection to have visitation with the child in the presence of the
person adjudicated as a juvenile, supervised by a neutral and
i ndependent adult and pursuant to an adequate plan for supervision of
such visitation. The court shall not approve of a supervisor for
contact between the child and the parent unless the court finds, based
on the evidence, that the supervisor is wlling and capable of
protecting the child fromharm The court shall revoke court approval
of the supervisor wupon finding, based on the evidence, that the
supervisor has failed to protect the child or is no longer willing or
capabl e of protecting the child.

(j) If the court finds that the parent has nmet the burden of
rebutting the presunption under (g) of this subsection, the court may
allow a parent residing wwth a person who, as an adult, has been
convicted of a sex offense listed in (e)(i) through (ix) of this
subsection to have visitation with the child in the presence of the
convi cted person supervised by a neutral and independent adult and
pursuant to an adequate plan for supervision of such visitation. The
court shall not approve of a supervisor for contact between the child
and the parent unless the court finds, based on the evidence, that the
supervisor is wlling and capable of protecting the child from harm
The court shall revoke court approval of the supervisor upon finding,
based on the evidence, that the supervisor has failed to protect the
child or is no longer wlling or capable of protecting the child.

(k) A court shall not order unsupervised contact between the
of fending parent and a child of the offendi ng parent who was sexually
abused by that parent. A court may order unsupervi sed contact between
the offending parent and a child who was not sexually abused by the
parent after the presunption under (d) of this subsection has been
rebutted and supervised visitation has occurred for at |east two years
with no further arrests or convictions of sex offenses involving
chil dren under chapter 9A. 44 RCW RCW 9A. 64.020, or chapter 9.68A RCW
and (i) the sex offense of the offending parent was not commtted
against a child of the offending parent, and (ii) the court finds that
unsupervi sed contact between the child and the offending parent is
appropriate and poses mnimal risk to the child, after consideration of
the testinony of a state-certified therapist, nental health counsel or,
or social worker with expertise in treating child sexual abuse victins
who has supervi sed at | east one period of visitation between the parent
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and the child, and after consideration of evidence of the offending
parent’s conpliance with community supervision requirenents, if any.
| f the offending parent was not ordered by a court to participate in
treatnent for sex offenders, then the parent shall obtain a
psychosexual evaluation conducted by a state-certified sex offender
treatment provider indicating that the offender has the | owest
i kelihood of risk to reoffend before the court grants unsupervised
contact between the parent and a child.

(I') A court may order unsupervised contact between the parent and
a child which may occur in the presence of a juvenile adjudicated of a
sex offense listed in (e)(i) through (ix) of this subsection who
resides wth the parent after the presunption under (e) of this
subsecti on has been rebutted and supervi sed visitation has occurred for
at least two years during which tine the adjudicated juvenile has had
no further arrests, adjudications, or convictions of sex offenses
i nvol ving children under chapter 9A 44 RCW RCW 9A. 64. 020, or chapter
9.68A RCW and (i) the court finds that unsupervised contact between
the child and the parent that nay occur in the presence of the
adj udicated juvenile is appropriate and poses mnimal risk to the
child, after consideration of the testinony of a state-certified
t herapi st, nental health counsel or, or social worker wwth expertise in
treatnent of child sexual abuse victins who has supervised at | east one
period of visitation between the parent and the child in the presence
of the adjudicated juvenile, and after consideration of evidence of the
adj udi cated juvenile' s conpliance with conmunity supervision or parole
requirenents, if any. |If the adjudicated juvenile was not ordered by
a court to participate in treatnent for sex offenders, then the
adj udi cated juvenile shall obtain a psychosexual evaluation conducted
by a state-certified sex offender treatnment provider indicating that
t he adj udi cated juvenile has the | owest |ikelihood of risk to reoffend
before the court grants unsupervi sed contact between the parent and a
child which may occur in the presence of the adjudicated juvenile who
is residing wwth the parent.

(m (i) The limtations inposed by the court under (a) or (b) of
this subsection shall be reasonably calculated to protect the child
fromthe physical, sexual, or enotional abuse or harmthat could result
if the child has contact wwth the parent requesting visitation. |[If the
court expressly finds based on the evidence that limtations on
visitation with the child will not adequately protect the child from
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the harm or abuse that could result if the child has contact with the
parent requesting visitation, the court shall restrain the person
seeking visitation fromall contact with the child.

(t1i) The court shall not enter an order wunder (a) of this
subsection all ow ng a parent to have contact with a child if the parent
has been found by cl ear and convi nci ng evidence in a civil action or by
a preponderance of the evidence in a dependency action to have sexually
abused the child, except upon recomendation by an evaluator or
therapist for the child that the child is ready for contact wth the
parent and will not be harned by the contact. The court shall not
enter an order allowi ng a parent to have contact with the child in the
of fender’s presence if the parent resides with a person who has been
found by clear and convincing evidence in a civil action or by a
preponderance of the evidence in a dependency action to have sexually
abused a child, unless the court finds that the parent accepts that the
person engaged in the harnful conduct and the parent is willing to and
capabl e of protecting the child fromharmfromthe person

(iii1) If the court limts visitation under (a) or (b) of this
subsection to require supervised contact between the child and the
parent, the court shall not approve of a supervisor for contact between
a child and a parent who has engaged i n physical, sexual, or a pattern
of enotional abuse of the child unless the court finds based upon the
evi dence that the supervisor accepts that the harnful conduct occurred
and is willing to and capable of protecting the child fromharm The
court shall revoke court approval of the supervisor upon finding, based
on the evidence, that the supervisor has failed to protect the child or
is no longer willing to or capable of protecting the child.

(n) If the court expressly finds based on the evidence that

contact between the parent and the child will not cause physical,
sexual, or enotional abuse or harm to the child and that the
probability that the parent’s or other person’s harnful or abusive
conduct will recur is so renote that it would not be in the child s

best interests to apply the limtations of (a), (b), and (m (i) and
(ti1) of this subsection, or if the court expressly finds that the
parent’s conduct did not have an inpact on the child, then the court
need not apply the limtations of (a), (b), and (m (i) and (iii) of
this subsection. The weight given to the existence of a protection
order issued under chapter 26.50 RCWas to donmestic violence is within
the discretion of the court. This subsection shall not apply when (c),

10
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(d), (e), (f), (9, (h)y, (i), (i), (k), (I), and (mM(ii) of this
subsection apply.

(3)(a) Any person who is related to a child through consanguinity,
marri age, or adoption may petition the court for visitation ((+ghts))
with the child at any tinme including, but not limted to, custody
proceedi ngs. The court may order visitation ((+ghts—fer—any—person
whenr—v-sttat+on—+my—servethebestinterest—oeftheehtld)) between the

petitioner and the child whether or not there has been any change of
circunstances if the petitioner has denonstrated by clear, cogent, and
convi nci ng evi dence that:

(i) A significant relationship exists with the child wth whom
visitation is sought;

(ii) Denial of visitation would result in a substantial |ikelihood
of harmto the child s physical, nental, or enotional well-being; and

(iii) Visitation is in the child s best interests.

If the petition is dism ssed, the petitioner shall be ordered to
pay reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs to the parent, parents, other
custodi an, or representative of the child who responds to the petition.

((4y)) (b) The court may consider the following factors when
meking a determ nation of the child s best interests:

(i) The strength of the relationship between the child and the
petitioner;

(ii) The relationship between each of the child s parents or the
person with whomthe child is residing and the petitioner;

(iii) The nature and reason for either parent’s objection to
granting the petitioner visitation;

(iv) The effect that granting visitation wll have on the
relationship between the child and the child' s parents or the person
with whomthe child is residing;

(v) The residential tinme-sharing arrangenents between the parents;

(vi) The good faith of the petitioner;

(vii) Any crimnal history or history of physical, enotional, or
sexual abuse or neglect by the petitioner; and

(viii) Any other factor relevant to the child' s best interest.

(c) The restrictions of RCW26.09.191 that apply to parents shal
be applied to a petitioner or intervenor who is not a parent, but who
is related to the child through consanguinity, marriage, or adoption.

The nature and extent of visitation, subject to these restrictions, is
in the discretion of the court.

11
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(4) Visitation granted under this section shall be incorporated
into the parenting plan for the child.

(5) The court may nodify or termnate an order granting ((er
deny+ng)) visitation rights whenever nodification or term nation would
serve the best interests of the child. Modi fication of a parent’s
visitation rights shall be subject to the requirenents of subsection
(2) of this section.

((65))) (B6) For the purposes of this section, a parent’s child
means that parent’s natural child, adopted child, or stepchild.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi ately."

~-- END ---
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