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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2297

Passed Legislature - 1998 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Governnment Adm nistration (originally sponsored
by Representatives Sehlin and Hanki ns)

Read first tine 01/ 20/ 98. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Rel ating to recordi ng docunents; and anmendi ng RCW65. 04. 045,
65. 04. 047, and 65. 04. 015.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWG65.04.045 and 1996 ¢ 143 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Wien any instrument is presented to a county auditor or
recording officer for recording, the first page of the instrunment shal
cont ai n:

(a) Atop margin of at least three inches and a one-inch nargin on
the bottom and sides, except that an instrunent nmay be recorded if a
m nor _portion of a notary seal, incidental witing, or mnor portion of

a signature extends beyond the margins;

(b) The top left-hand side of the page shall contain the nanme and
address to whomthe instrunent will be returned;

(c) The title or titles, or type or types, of the instrument to be
recorded indicating the kind or kinds of docunents or transactions
cont ai ned therein. The auditor or recording officer shall only be
required to index the title or titles captioned on the docunent;

p. 1 ESHB 2297. SL
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(d) Reference nunbers of docunents assigned or released wth
reference to the docunent page nunber where additional references can
be found, if applicable;

(e) The names of the grantor(s) and grantee(s), as defined under
RCW 65.04.015, with reference to the docunent page nunber where
addi tional nanes are located, if applicable;

(f) An abbreviated |egal description of the property, including
| ot, block, plat, or section, township, and range, and reference to t he
docunent page nunber where the full |egal description is included, if
appl i cabl e;

(g) The assessor’s property tax parcel or account nunber.

(2) Al pages of the docunent shall be on sheets of paper of a
wei ght and col or capable of producing a legible inage that are not
| arger than fourteen inches |long and eight and one-half inches w de
wth text printed or witten in eight point type or larger. Further,
all instrunments presented for recordi ng nust have a one-inch margin on
the top, bottom and sides for all pages except page one, be prepared
in ink color capable of being inmged, and have all seals |egible and
capable of being imged, and no attachnments may be affixed to the
pages.

The i nformation provided on the i nstrunent nust be in substantially
the followng form

Thi s Space Provided for Recorder’s Use

VWhen Recorded Return to:

Docunment Titl e(s)

Grantor(s)
G ant ee(s)
Legal Description

Assessor’s Property Tax Parcel or Account Nunber

ESHB 2297. SL p. 2
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Ref erence Nunbers of Docunents Assigned or Rel eased

Sec. 2. RCW65.04.047 and 1996 ¢ 143 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

If an instrunent presented for recording does not contain the
information required by RCW 65.04.045(1) (({a&—threugh—(e))), the
person preparing the instrument for recording shall prepare a cover
sheet that contains the required i nformati on. The cover sheet shall be
attached to the instrunent and shall be recorded as a part of the
instrunment. An additional page fee as determ ned under RCW 36.18. 010
shal | be collected for recording of the cover sheet. Any errors in the
cover sheet shall not affect the transactions contained in the
instrunment itself. The cover sheet need not be separately signed or
acknowl edged. The cover sheet information shall be used to generate
the auditor’s grantor/grantee index, however, the nanmes and | egal
description in the instrunent itself will determi ne the | egal chain of
title. The cover sheet shall be substantially the follow ng form

WASHI NGTON STATE COUNTY AUDI TOR/ RECORDER' S
| NDEXI NG FORM

Ret ur n Addr ess

Pl ease print or type information
Docunment Title(s) (or transactions contained therein):

PN PE

Grantor(s) (Last nane first, then first name and initials)

A A

Addi ti onal nanmes on page of docunent.

Grantee(s) (Last nane first, then first name and initials)

p. 3 ESHB 2297. SL
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2.

3.

4

5 Addi ti onal nanmes on page ___ of docunent.

Legal Description (abbreviated: i.e., lot, block, plat or section,

t ownshi p, range)

Addi tional |egal description is on page of docunent.
Assessor’s Property Tax Parcel or Account Nunber:

Ref erence Nunber(s) of Docunents assigned or rel eased:

Addi ti onal references on page of docunent.

The Auditor or Recording Oficer will rely on the information provided
on this form The staff will not read the docunent to verify the
accuracy of or the conpl eteness of the indexing information provided
her ei n.

Sec. 3. RCWG65.04.015 and 1996 ¢ 229 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions set forth in this section apply throughout this
chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Recording officer" nmeans the county auditor, or in charter
counties the county official charged with the responsibility for
recording instrunents in the county records.

(2) "File,"” "filed,"” or "filing" nmeans the act of delivering or
transmtting electronically an instrunent to the auditor or recording
officer for recording into the official public records.

(3) "Record," "recorded," or "recordi ng" neans the process, such as
el ectronic, nmechanical, optical, magnetic, or mcrofil mstorage used by
the auditor or recording officer after filing to incorporate the
instrunment into the public records.

(4) "Record |l ocation nunber" nmeans a uni que nunber that identifies
the storage |ocation (book or volune and page, reel and frane,
i nstrunment nunber, auditor or recording officer file nunber, receiving

ESHB 2297. SL p. 4
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nunber, electronic retrieval code, or other specific place) of each
instrunment in the public records accessible in the sane recording
of fice where the instrunent containing the reference to the locationis
f ound.

(5) "Grantor/grantee" for recordi ng purposes neans the nanes of the

parties involved in the transaction used to create the recordi ng i ndex.

There will always be at |east one grantor and one grantee for any

docunent. | n sone cases, the grantor and the grantee will be the sane

i ndi vidual (s), or one of the parties may be the public.

Passed the House February 6, 1998.

Passed the Senate March 2, 1998.

Approved by the Governor March 12, 1998.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State March 12, 1998.
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