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SENATE BI LL 6398

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators MCaslin and Wnsley; by request of Secretary of State

Read first tine 01/16/98. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

AN ACT Relating to testing of voting systens; and anmendi ng RCW
29. 33. 145, 29.33.350, and 29. 33. 360.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW?29.33.145 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 23 are each anended to read
as follows:

An agreenent to purchase or | ease a voting systemor a conponent of
a voting system is subject to that system or conponent passing an
accept ance test ((preseribedbytheseeretaryof—state)) sufficient to
denonstrate that the equipnment is ((+dentieal—te)) the sane as that
certified by the secretary of state and that the equi pnment is operating
correctly as delivered to the county.

Sec. 2. RCW?29.33.350 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 32 are each anended to read
as follows:

At | east three days before each state primary or general el ection,
the office of the secretary of state shall provide for the conduct of
tests of the programm ng for each vote tallying systemto be used at
that primary or general el ection ((shalHl—betestedbytheofficeeofthe
seeretary—of—stateto)). The test nmust verify that the system w ||
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correctly count the vote cast for all candidates and on all neasures
appearing on the ballot at that primary or general election. The

((

talHyingsystemtorejeet—suehvotes)) office of the secretary of state
shal | adopt rul es specifying the manner of conducting these progranm ng
tests. The test shall verify the capability of the vote tallying
systemto performall of the functions that can reasonably be expected
to occur during conduct of that particular primary or election. If any
error is detected, the cause shall be determ ned and corrected, and an
errorless total shall be produced before the primary or el ection.
Such tests shall be observed by at |east one representative from
each major political party, if representatives have been appoi nted by
the respective major political parties and are present at the test, and
shall be open to candidates, the press, and the public. The
((seeretaryof—state—the)) county auditor((s)) and any political party
observers shall certify that the test has been conducted i n accordance
with this section. Copies of this certification shall be retained by
the secretary of state and the county auditor. Al'l  progranmm ng
materials, test results, and test ballots shall be securely sealed

until the day of the primary or general election.
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Sec. 3. RCW?29.33.360 and 1990 c 59 s 34 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

The secretary of state ((shalt)) may publish ((maruals—eof))
recommended procedures for the operation of the various vote tallying
systens that have been approved. These ((ranuvals—shall—eentarn—any
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1 the secretary of state to restrict or define the use of approved

2 systens in elections.

- END ---
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