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SENATE BI LL 6147

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Mrrton and Swecker

Read first tine 01/12/98. Referred to Commttee on Natural Resources
& Par ks.

AN ACT Rel ating to the control of predators to assist in threatened
and endanger ed sal non recovery; creating new sections; and decl ari ng an
enmer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A core function of the departnent of fish
and wildlife is the evaluation of the effects of predation upon
t hreat ened, endangered, or depressed salnmonid populations and the
devel opnment of recomrendations for the control of predators to assi st
sal noni d popul ation recovery in order to inplenment the wild sal nonid

policy and conply with the federal endangered species act. The
departnent shall imedi ately assess the extent and econom c i npact of
predati on upon sal nonids by predators such as, but not limted to,

seals, sea lions, cornorants, Caspian terns, nergansers, herons, and
ot her fish-eating predators who have a sufficiently | arge popul ation to
cause nortality to sal nonid popul ations. Predation assessnment shall be
coordinated with treaty Indian tribes and federal fishery managenent
agenci es.
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NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. The departnent of fish and wildlife shal
assign existing enployees in each wildlife nmanagenent region of the
state the duty to assess the degree of predation upon sal nonids by
fish-eating predators within the existing budgetary resources. The
director may reassign personnel from the headquarters office to
regi onal offices for the purpose of the predator eval uati on and contr ol
program Each wldlife region shall develop a predator control report
for the purpose of inproving the survival of critical stocks of

salnonids utilizing the nost cost-effective control measures. Each
regi on shall devel op specific specie-by-specie recomendations for the
control of predators to assist in the recovery of threatened or
endangered sal nonids. All departnment of fish and wildlife activities
specified within this section are tine sensitive and nust be conpl eted
imrediately in order to prevent further decline of threatened or
endanger ed sal noni d popul ati ons.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The fish and wldlife comm ssion shall
reviewthe findings of each wildlife nmanagenent regi on predator control
report and prepare a conprehensive state-wide report to the
| egi sl ature. The report nust outline the necessary | egislative actions
needed to allow predation control progranms and shall include
recommendations for full funding to achieve predator control
Recommendati ons shall be included addressing coordination initiatives
with the federal governnent to assure cooperation with the federa
fisheries and wildlife nanagenent agencies. The report shall address
corrections and changes needed in both state and federal |aw and policy
to control the predation of endangered species. The fish and wildlife
conmm ssion nust submt the report to the appropriate |egislative
comm ttees by Decenber 10, 1998. The comm ssion shall jointly devel op
with the treaty Indian tribes a joint state/tribal predator contro
program

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

SB 6147 p. 2



