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SENATE BI LL 6120

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Roach, Long and Haugen; by request of Board for Judicial
Adm ni stration

Read first tine 01/12/98. Referred to Commttee on Law & Justi ce.

AN ACT Relating to court of appeals consideration of personal
restraint petitions; and anmendi ng RCW 10. 73. 140.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW10.73.140 and 1989 c 395 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

If a person has previously filed ((a—petitien—for)) any persona
restraint petition, the court of appeals wll not consider ((the))
anot her petition unless the ((persen—certiftes—that—he—or—shehas—noet
Hted—a—previous—petition—on—stmtlar—grounds,—and)) petitioner shows

good cause why the court should reconsider any clains raised in a
previ ous petition and why the petitioner did not raise ((the)) any new
grounds in ((t+he)) a previous petition. Upon recei pt of a persona

restraint petition, the court of appeals shall ((+reviewthe—petition
and)) determ ne whether the ((persen)) petitioner has previously filed
a petition or petitions ((and+f—so,—comparethen)). |If ((uponreview-
the—ecourt—of—appeals—FHnds—that)) the petitioner has previously
( (ratsed—the—sanre—grounds—for—+eview—or—that—thepetitioner)) filed

one or nore petitions and has failed to show good cause ((why—the

ground—was—not—+atsedearter)), the court of appeals shall dism ss the
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petition on its own notion without requiring the state to respond to
the petition. Upon receipt of ((afi+rst—er—subsequent)) any petition,
the court of appeals shall, whenever possible, reviewthe petition and
determine if the petition is based on frivol ous grounds. |If frivol ous,
the court of appeals shall dismss the petition on its own notion
W thout first requiring the state to respond to the petition.

~-- END ---
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