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SENATE BI LL 5571

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Newhouse, Schow, Anderson, Horn, Heavey, Franklin, Fraser,
Long and Cke; by request of Joint Task Force on Nonpaynent of Enpl oyer
ol i gations

Read first tine 01/31/97. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

AN ACT Rel ating to reporting paynents under unenpl oynent insurance
and industrial insurance; and anending RCW50. 12. 070 and 51. 16. 060.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWH50.12.070 and 1983 1st ex.s. ¢ 23 s 8 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

(1) Each enmploying unit shall keep true and accurate work records,
containing such information as the conm ssioner nay prescribe. Such
records shall be open to inspection and be subject to being copied by
the comm ssioner or his or her authorized representatives at any
reasonable time and as often as may be necessary. The comm ssioner may
require from any enploying unit any sworn or unsworn reports wth
respect to persons enployed by it, which he or she deens necessary for
the effective admnistration of this title.

(2) (a) Each enpl oyer shall nmake periodic reports at such intervals
as the conm ssioner may by regulation prescribe, setting forth the
remuneration paid for enpl oynent to workers inits enploy, the nanes of
all such workers, and until April 1, 1978, the nunber of weeks for
whi ch the worker earned the "qualifying weekly wage", and begi nning
July 1, 1977, the hours worked by each worker and such other
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i nformati on as the conmm ssi oner may by regul ati on prescri be. Beginning
with reports due in calendar year 1998, the enployer shall nake the
report required under this subsection on the form adopted under
subsection (3) of this section.

((Ha—the—-event)) (b) If the enploying unit fails or has failed to
report the nunber of hours in a reporting period for which a worker
wor ked such nunber will be conputed by the conm ssioner and given the
sane force and effect as if it had been reported by the enpl oying unit.
In conputing the nunber of such hours worked the total wages for the
reporting period, as reported by the enploying unit, shall be divided
by the dollar amount of the state’s mninmum wage in effect for such
reporting period and the quotient, disregarding any renai nder, shall be
credited to the worker: PROVI DED, That although the conputation so
made will not be subject to appeal by the enploying unit, nonetary
entitlenment may be redeterm ned upon request if the departnment is
provided with credible evidence of the actual hours worked.

(3) The comm ssioner and the director of the departnent of |abor
and industries shall jointly adopt a formto be used by enployers to
report unenploynent insurance contributions under this title and
industrial insurance prem unms and assessnents under Title 51 RCW The
formmust include nmultiple parts, with a separate page or pages for the
report to each agency. The conm ssioner and the director shall also
jointly adopt a rule establishing procedures for the formto be mailed
by enployers to a central |ocation and be distributed fromthe central
| ocation to each agency.

Sec. 2. RCWH51.16.060 and 1985 ¢ 315 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) (a) Every enployer not qualifying as a self-insurer, shall
insure with the state and shall, on or before the | ast day of January,
April, July and Cctober of each year thereafter, furnish the departnent
with a true and accurate payroll for the period in which workers were
enpl oyed by it during the precedi ng cal endar quarter, the total anopunt
paid to such workers during such preceding calendar quarter, and a
segregation of enploynent in the different classes established pursuant
to this title, and shall pay its premum thereon to the appropriate
fund. Premuns for a cal endar quarter, whether reported or not, shal
becone due and del i nquent on the day i medi ately foll ow ng the | ast day
of the nonth follow ng the cal endar quarter. Beginning with reports
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due in cal endar year 1998, the enployer shall make the report required
under this section on the formadopted under subsection (2)(b) of this
section.

(b) The sufficiency of such statenment shall be subject to the
approval of the director((—PROVWDBED—Fhat)). The director may in his
or her discretion and for the effective admnistration of this title
require an enployer in individual instances to furnish a suppl enentary
report containing the name of each individual worker, his or her hours
wor ked, his or her rate of pay, and the class or classes in which such
wor k was perfor ned( (-—PROVWBDEDFURFHER—Fhat—+n—the—event)) .

(c) If an enpl oyer ((shalH—Furnish)) furnishes the departnent with
four consecutive quarterly reports wherein each such quarterly report
indicates that no premium is due the departnment nay close the
account ( (—PRoVI-BEDFURTFHER—TFhat) ) .

(2)(a) The departnent may ((promgate)) adopt rules ((and
regulations—+n—acecordance—w-th)) under chapter 34.05 RCWto establish

other reporting periods and paynent due dates in lieu of reports and
paynments foll owi ng each cal endar quarter, and may al so establish terns
and conditions for paynent of premuns and assessnents based on
estimated payrolls, wth such paynents bei ng subject to approval as to
sufficiency of the estimated payroll by the departnent, and also
subject to appropriate periodic adjustnents nade by the departnent
based on actual payroll ((+—ANBDPROM-DEDFURFHER—TFhat) ) .

(b) The director and the conm ssioner of the enployment security
departnment shall jointly adopt a formto be used by enpl oyers to report
industrial insurance prem uns and assessnents under this title and
unenpl oynent i nsurance contributions under Title 50 ROW The formnust
include multiple parts, with a separate page or pages for the report to
each agency. The director and the conm ssioner shall also jointly
adopt a rule establishing procedures for the form to be mailed by
enployers to a central location and be distributed from the centra
| ocation to each agency.

(3) Atenporary help conpany whi ch provi des workers on a tenporary
basis toits custoners shall be considered the enpl oyer for purposes of
reporting and paying premuns and assessnents under this title
according to the appropriate rate classifications as determ ned by the
depart nent: PROVI DED, That the enployer shall be liable for paying
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1 premuns and assessnents, should the tenporary hel p conpany fail to pay
2 the premuns and assessnents under this title.

~-- END ---

SB 5571 p. 4



