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SENATE BI LL 5565

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Wnsl ey, Haugen and Hal e; by request of Secretary of State

Read first tine 01/31/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

AN ACT Relating to review of county election procedures; and
anendi ng RCW 29. 60. 070.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW?29.60.070 and 1992 ¢ 163 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1)(a) The election review staff of the office of the secretary of
state shall conduct a review of election-rel ated policies, procedures,
and practices in an affected county or counties:

(1) If the unofficial returns of a primary or general election for
a position in the state legislature indicate that a mandatory recount
is likely for that position; or

(1i) If unofficial returns indicate a mandatory recount is likely
in a state-wde election or an election for federal office.

Revi ews conducted under (ii) of this subsection shall be perforned
in as many selected counties as tine and staffing permt. Revi ews
conducted as a result of mandatory recounts shall be perforned between
the time the unofficial returns are conplete and the tinme the recount
is to take place, if possible.
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(b) I'n addition to conducting reviews under (a) of this subsection,
the election review staff shall al so conduct such a reviewin a county
periodically ((after)), in conjunction with a county primary or speci al
or general election, at the direction of the secretary of state or at
the request of the county auditor. If any resident of this state
believes that an aspect of a primary or election has been conducted
i nappropriately in a county, the resident nmay file a conplaint with the
secretary of state. The secretary shall consider such conplaints in
schedul i ng periodic reviews under this section.

(c) Each county shall be reviewed under this section not |ess than

((ence—everyfour—years)) twice in a ten-year period, ensuring that at

| east one review takes place during the even year election cycle and

one review during the odd year election cycle. Before an el ection

review is conducted in a county, the secretary of state shall provide
the county auditor of the affected county and the chair of the state
central commttee of each major political party with notice that the
reviewis to be conducted. Wen a periodic reviewis to be conducted
in a county at the direction of the secretary of state under (b) of
this subsection, the secretary shall provide the affected county
auditor not less than thirty days’ noti ce.

(2) Reviews shall be conducted in conformance with rul es adopted
under RCW 29. 60. 020. In performng a review in a county under this
chapter, the election review staff shall evaluate the policies and
procedures established for conducting the primary or election in the
county and the practices of those conducting it. As part of the
review, the election reviewstaff shall issue to the county auditor and
t he nenbers of the county canvassing board a report of its findings and
recomendat i ons regardi ng such policies, procedures, and practices. A
revi ew conduct ed under this chapter shall not include any eval uation,
finding, or recommendation regarding the validity of the outcone of a
primary or election or the validity of any canvass of returns nor does
the election review staff have any jurisdiction to make such an
eval uation, finding, or recomrendation under this title.

(3) The county auditor of the county in which a reviewis conducted
under this section or a nenber of the canvassing board of the county
may appeal the findings or recommendati ons of the el ection reviewstaff
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1 regarding the review by filing an appeal with the board created under
2 RCW 29. 60. 010.

~-- END ---
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