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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE JO NT MEMCORI AL 4035

Passed Legislature - 1998 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Natural Resources (originally sponsored by
Representatives Dyer, Butler, Schoesler, Mstin, Linville, Sehlin,
Buck, Huff, Mulliken, Chandler and Koster)

Read first tine 02/ 05/98. Referred to Commttee on

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, inlegislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, The citizens of Washington State place great val ue upon
their natural heritage and desire to protect and enhance it; and

WHEREAS, The grow ng popul ation of Washington State is placing
grow ng demands on the state’'s natural resources available for
recreation; and

WHEREAS, Because of this growi ng demand and its attendant inpacts
on the environment, the federal governnent is considering restrictions
on public access to popular recreation sites in Washington’s central
Cascade Muntai ns; and

VWHEREAS, Pl um Creek Ti nber Conpany, L.P. presently owns nunerous
sites near the Al pine Lakes W/Iderness Area which are of surpassing
recreational and environnmental value; and

VWHEREAS, Such lands are located in a "checkerboard" pattern of
alternating sections, a configuration that presents both private and
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public land managers with difficulties in neeting their respective
obj ectives; and

VWHEREAS, Both sectors have stated a willingness to exchange | ands
to accommodat e nutual interests; and

VWHEREAS, The federal governnent and Plum Creek Ti nber Conpany are
conpl eting an environnental inpact statenment for an exchange of private
and public lands in the Cascade Muntains; and

VWHEREAS, Thi s process has invol ved extensive public participation;
and

WHEREAS, Thi s exchange conpl enents the President’s Forest Plan; and

WHEREAS, This exchange, if conpleted as currently proposed, woul d
transfer into public ownership up to 60,000 acres of private | and while
transferring into private ownership up to 40,000 acres of public |and;
and

WHEREAS, The United States Forest Service and Plum Creek Ti nber
Conmpany L. P., have worked toward this | and exchange for over a decade,
expending nore than two mllion dollars in environnental studies and
| and anal ysi s; and

WHEREAS, Tinme is of the essence because the longer it takes to
conpl ete the exchange, the less private land will be precluded from
harvest activities;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the United
States Government pronptly conplete the proposed Interstate 90 | and
exchange, thus securing the greatest possi bl e environnental,
recreational, and |and-nmanagenent benefits at the earliest possible
tinme.

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be immediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, the United States Secretary of
Agricul ture Dan G ickman, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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