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HOUSE BI LL 2578

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives McMorris and Wod

Read first tine 01/ 15/98. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

AN ACT Rel ating to expandi ng nenbership of the electrical board;
amendi ng RCW 19. 28. 065; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds and decl ares:

(1) The electrical board is directed under current |aw to advise
the director of the departnent of Ilabor and industries on the
enforcenent of chapter 19.28 RCW to consider proposed anendnents and
repeal s of rules and nmake recommendati ons on rules to the director of
the departnent, and to serve as an appellate body with respect to
citations issued for alleged violations of chapter 19.28 RCW

(2) Chapter 19.28 RCW covers electrical wres, equipnent, and
installations in, on, or about buildings. Oher wres, equipnent, and
installations are subject to chapter 19.29 RCW | ncreasingly, the
el ectrical board is being asked for advice in cases where the boundary
of chapter 19.28 RCWis an issue.

(3) The current conposition of the electrical board reflects its
focus on chapter 19.28 RCW This conposition does not afford the board
adequate representation of persons who are expert in matters not
covered by the chapter and makes it difficult for the board to properly
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determ ne the boundaries of the chapter. Therefore, it is the intent
of the legislature that the nenbership of the electrical board be
expanded to bal ance the representation of all affected parties and to
i nprove the board s expertise on the scope of chapter 19.28 RCW

Sec. 2. RCW19.28.065 and 1988 ¢ 81 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) There is hereby created an electrical board, consisting of
((ten)) eleven nenbers to be appointed by the governor with the advice
of the director of |abor and industries as ((herein)) provided in this

section. It shall be the purpose and function of the board to advise
the director on all matters pertaining to the enforcenent of this
chapter including, but not I|imted to standards of electrical

installation, m ninmminspection procedures, and the adoption of rules
((andregulations)) pertaining tothe electrical inspection division((+
PROWDBED-)). However, ((Fhat)) no rules ((er—+egulatiens)) shall be
anended or repealed until the electrical board has first had an
opportunity to consider any proposed anendnents or repeals and had an
opportunity to make recommendations to the director relative thereto.

(2) The nenbers of the electrical board shall be selected and
appoi nted as foll ows:

(a) One nenber shall be an enpl oyee or officer of a ((eerperation
er—publHHec—ageney—generating—or)) business engaged in distributing
el ectric power owned by an investor-owned el ectric conpany;

(b) One nenber shall be an enployee or officer of a business
engaged in distributing electric power owned by a city, public utility
district, or cooperative or nutual corporation;

((three)) (c) Two nenbers shall be licensed electrical
contractors((+—PROV-BED—Fhat)). However, one of these nenbers may be
a representative of a trade association in the electrical industry;

(d) One nenber shall be an enpl oyee, or officer, or representative
of a corporation or firm engaged in the business of manufacturing or
distributing electrical materials, equipnent, or devices;

(e) One nenber shall be a person with know edge of the electrica
i ndustry, not related to the electrical industry, to represent the
public. However, this person shall not be, nor should have ever been:
(i) Alicensed electrical contractor, or an enployee thereof; (ii) a
certified electrician; (iii) a utility enployee; or (iv) an outside
i neman; ((t+hree))
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(f) Two nmenbers shall be certified electricians; ((and))

(g) One nenber shall be a licensed professional el ectrical engineer
qualified to do business in the state of Washi ngton. However, this
person shall not be, nor should have ever been: (i) A licensed
electrical contractor, or an enployee thereof; (ii) a certified
electrician; (iii) awutility enployee; or (iv) an outside |ineman; and

(h) Two nenbers shall be outside |inenen.

(3) The regular term of each nenber shall be four years((:
PROAWPED-)). However, the original board shall be appointed on June 9,

1988((, for the followng terns:  The first term of the nenber

predecessor boards)). ((Fhereafter;)) The first term of the new

nenbership positions created by chapter . . ., Laws of 1998 (this act)
shall be as follows: (a) The first term for the one additional
electric utility menber shall be for a termof four years; and (b) the
first termfor the two outside linenen shall be for terns of two and
three years, respectively. The governor shall appoint the additional
new nenbers within ninety days of the effective date of this act. The
governor shall renove nenbers as required by chapter . . ., Laws of
1998 (this act) within ninety days of the effective date of this act.

(4) The governor shall appoint or reappoint board nenbers for terns

of four years and to fill vacancies created by the conpletion of the
terms of the original nenbers and the new nenbers appointed under
chapter . . ., lLaws of 1998 (this act). The governor shall also fill

vacanci es caused by death, resignation, or otherw se for the unexpired
term of such nenbers by appointing their successors from the sane
busi ness cl assification. The sanme procedure shall be followed in
maki ng such subsequent appointnments as is provided for the origina
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appoi ntnments and the additional appointnents nmade under chapter .
Laws of 1998 (this act).

(5) The board, at ((t+hts)) its first neeting after the enactnent of
chapter . . ., Laws of 1998 (this act) shall elect one of its nenbers

to serve as ((ehat+rman)) chair. Any person acting as the chief
el ectrical inspector shall ((serve—as—seeretary—of)) provide staff

assistance to the board during his or her tenure as chief state

i nspector. Meetings of the board shall be held at |east quarterly in
accordance wth a schedule established by the board. Each nenber of
the board shall receive conpensation in accordance with RCW 43. 03. 240
and shall be reinbursed for travel expenses in accordance with RCW
43.03. 050 and 43.03.060 which shall be paid out of the electrica
license fund, upon vouchers approved by the director of |abor and
i ndustri es.

(6) Any rule that had been considered by the electrical board in
accordance with this section after January 1, 1998, and adopted by the

departnent before ninety days after the effective date of this act is

null and void. The electrical board shall not consider any rule, or

make any recommendati on thereon, until ninety days after the effective

date of this act.

~-- END ---
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