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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1631

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Law & Justice (originally sponsored by
Representati ves Costa, Kenney, D ckerson, Ogden, WMson, Regala and
Lantz; by request of Washington Uniform Legislation Comm ssion)

Read first tine 03/05/97.

AN ACT Relating to the uniform interstate famly support act
anmendi ng RCW 26. 21. 005, 26.21.115, 26.21.135, 26.21.235, 26.21.245
26.21. 255, 26.21.265, 26.21.450, 26.21.490, 26.21.520, 26.21.530,
26. 21. 580, 26.21.590, and 26.21.620; and addi ng new secti ons to chapter
26. 21 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 26. 21. 005 and 1993 c¢ 318 s 101 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

In this chapter:

(1) "Child" nmeans an individual, whether over or under the age of
majority, who is or is alleged to be owed a duty of support by the
individual’s parent or who is or is alleged to be the beneficiary of a
support order directed to the parent.

(2) "Child support order"™ neans a support order for a child,
including a child who has attained the age of majority under the | aw of
the issuing state.

(3) "Duty of support” neans an obligation inposed or inposable by
| aw t o provi de support for a child, spouse, or former spouse, including
an unsatisfied obligation to provide support.
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(4) "Hone state" nmeans the state in which a child lived wth a
parent or a person acting as parent for at | east six consecutive nonths
i mredi ately preceding the tinme of filing of a petition or conparable
pl eading for support and, if a child is |less than six nonths old, the
state in which the child lived frombirth wwth any of them A period
of tenporary absence of any of themis counted as part of the six-nonth
or other period.

(5) "lIncone" includes earnings or other periodic entitlenents to
nmoney fromany source and any ot her property subject to w thholding for
support under the law of this state.

(6) "Income-wi thholding order"” neans an order or other | egal
process directed to an obligor’s enployer or other debtor, as defined
by ((ehapter—6-—2%)) RCW50.04.080, to withhold support fromthe i ncone
of the obligor.

(7) "Initiating state" neans a state ((+#n)) fromwhi ch a proceedi ng
is forwarded or in which a proceeding is filed for forwarding to a
respondi ng state under this chapter or a law or procedure substantially
simlar to this chapter, the Uni form Reciprocal Enforcenent of Support
Act, or the Revised UniformReciprocal Enforcenent of Support Act ((+s
Htedtorforwardingto—-arespondingstate)).

(8) ™"Initiating tribunal" neans the authorized tribunal in an
initiating state.

(9) "lssuing state" nmeans the state in which a tribunal issues a
support order or renders a judgnment determ ning parentage.

(10) "Issuing tribunal"™ means the tribunal that issues a support
order or renders a judgnent determ ning parentage.

(11) "Law' includes decisional and statutory law and rules and
regul ati ons having the force of |aw.

(12) "oligee" neans:

(a) An individual to whoma duty of support is or is alleged to be
owed or in whose favor a support order has been issued or a judgnent
determ ni ng parentage has been rendered;

(b) A state or political subdivision to which the rights under a
duty of support or support order have been assigned or which has
i ndependent clains based on financial assistance provided to an
i ndi vi dual obligee; or

(c) An individual seeking a judgnment determ ning parentage of the
i ndi vidual’s child.

(13) "oligor" means an individual, or the estate of a decedent:
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(a) Who owes or is alleged to owe a duty of support;

(b) Who is alleged but has not been adjudicated to be a parent of
a child; or

(c) Who is liable under a support order.

(14) "Register"” means to record or file in the appropriate | ocation
for the recording or filing of foreign judgnents generally or foreign
support orders specifically, a support order or judgnent determ ning
par ent age.

(15) "Registering tribunal”™ neans a tribunal in which a support
order is registered.

(16) "Responding state" neans a state ((+e)) in which a proceeding
is filed or to which a proceeding is forwarded for filing from an
initiating state under this chapter or a law or procedure substantially
simlar to this chapter, the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcenent of Support
Act, or the Revised Uniform Reci procal Enforcenent of Support Act.

(17) "Responding tribunal"™ nmeans the authorized tribunal in a
respondi ng state.

(18) "Spousal support order"” neans a support order for a spouse or
former spouse of the obligor.

(19) "State" nmeans a state of the United States, the District of
Col unbi a, ((t+heComronwealth—of)) Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin
| slands, or any territory or insular possession subject to the
jurisdiction of the United States. The term ((*state™)) includes.

(1) An Indian tribe ((and—neludes)); and

(ii) Aforeign jurisdiction that has enacted a | aw or established
procedures for issuance and enforcenent of support orders ((that))
whi ch are substantially simlar to the procedures under this chapter,
the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcenent of Support Act, or the Revised
Uni f orm Reci procal Enforcenent of Support Act.

(20) "Support enforcenent agency" neans a public official or agency
aut hori zed to seek:

(a) Enforcenment of support orders or laws relating to the duty of
support;

(b) Establishment or nodification of child support;

(c) Determ nation of parentage; or

(d) Location of obligors or their assets.

(21) "Support order"™ neans a judgnent, decree, or order, whether
tenporary, final, or subject to nodification, for the benefit of a
child, a spouse, or a forner spouse, that provides for nonetary
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support, health care, arrearages, or reinbursenent, and may include
related costs and fees, interest, inconme wthhol ding, attorneys’ fees,
and other relief.

(22) "Tribunal™ means a court, admnistrative agency, or quasi-
judicial entity authorized to establish, enforce, or nodify support
orders or to determ ne parentage.

Sec. 2. RCW 26. 21. 115 and 1993 c¢ 318 s 205 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A tribunal of this state issuing a support order consistent
with the law of this state has continuing, exclusive jurisdiction over
a child support order:

(a) As long as this state remains the residence of the obligor, the
i ndi vi dual obligee, or the child for whose benefit the support order is
i ssued; or

(b) Until ((each—+ndividual—party—has)) all of the parties who are
individuals have filed witten consents with the tribunal of this state
for a tribunal of another state to nodify the order and assune
conti nui ng, exclusive jurisdiction.

(2) A tribunal of this state issuing a child support order
consistent with the law of this state may not exercise its continuing
jurisdiction to nodify the order if the order has been nodified by a
tribunal of another state pursuant to this chapter or a |aw
substantially simlar to this chapter.

(3) If a child support order of this state is nodified by a
tribunal of another state pursuant to this chapter or a |aw
substantially simlar to this chapter, a tribunal of this state | oses
its continuing, exclusive jurisdiction wth regard to prospective
enforcenment of the order issued in this state, and may only:

(a) Enforce the order that was nodified as to anounts accruing
before the nodification;

(b) Enforce nonnodifiable aspects of that order; and

(c) Provide other appropriate relief for violations of that order
whi ch occurred before the effective date of the nodification.

(4) A tribunal of this state shall recognize the continuing,
exclusive jurisdiction of a tribunal of another state that has issued
a child support order pursuant to this chapter or a |aw substantially
simlar to this chapter.
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(5) Atenporary support order issued ex parte or pending resol ution
of a jurisdictional conflict does not create continuing, exclusive
jurisdiction in the issuing tribunal.

(6) A tribunal of this state issuing a support order consistent
with the law of this state has continuing, exclusive jurisdiction over
a spousal support order throughout the existence of the support
obligation. A tribunal of this state may not nodify a spousal support
order issued by a tribunal of another state having continuing,
exclusive jurisdiction over that order under the |aw of that state.

Sec. 3. RCW 26.21.135 and 1993 c¢ 318 s 207 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If a proceeding is brought under this chapter and only one
tribunal has issued a child support order, the order of that tribuna
controls and nust be so recognized.

(2) If a proceeding is brought under this chapter, and ((ene)) two
or nore child support orders have been issued ((+na)) by tribunals of
this state or another state with regard to ((an)) the sane obligor and
((a)) child, a tribunal of this state shall apply the follow ng rules
in determining which order to recognize for purposes of continuing,
excl usive jurisdiction:

(a) If only one of the tribunals ((has—ssuved—a—echid—suppert
erder)) wuld have continuing, exclusive jurisdiction under this
chapter, the order of that tribunal controls and nust be so recogni zed.

ey)) It ((two—er—rpre—tribunals—have+ssued—-ehitdsuppert—erders
for—the—sane—oblHgor—and—echild—and)) nore than one of the tribunals

woul d have continuing, exclusive jurisdiction under this chapter, an
order issued by a tribunal in the current honme state of the child
controls and nust be so recogni zed, but if an order has not been issued
in the current hone state of the child, the order nost recently issued
controls and nust be so recognized.
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(c) If none of the tribunals would have continuing, exclusive
jurisdiction under this chapter, the tribunal of this state having
jurisdiction over the parties shall issue a child support order, which
controls and nust be so recognized.

(3) If two or nore child support orders have been issued for the
sane obligor and child and if the obligor or the individual obligee
resides in this state, a party may request a tribunal of this state to
determne which order controls and nust be so recognized under
subsection (2) of this section. The request nust be acconpanied by a
certified copy of every support order in effect. The requesting party
shall give notice of the request to each party whose rights may be
affected by the determ nation.

(4) The tribunal that issued the controlling order under subsection
(1), (2), or (3) of this section is the tribunal that has continuing,
exclusive jurisdiction under RCW 26.21.115.

(5) Atribunal of this state which determ nes by order the identity
of the controlling order under subsection (2)(a) or (b) of this section
or which issues a new controlling order under subsection (2)(c) of this
section shall state in that order the basis upon which the tribuna
made its determ nation

(6) Wthin thirty days after issuance of an order determ ning the
identity of the controlling order, the party obtaining the order shal
file a certified copy of it wth each tribunal that issued or
registered an earlier order of child support. A party who obtains the
order and fails to file a certified copy is subject to appropriate
sanctions by a tribunal in which the issue of failure to file arises.
The failure to file does not affect the validity or enforceability of
the controlling order

Sec. 4. RCW 26. 21. 235 and 1993 c¢ 318 s 304 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Upon the filing of a petition authorized by this chapter, an
initiating tribunal of this state shall forward three copies of the
petition and its acconpanyi ng docunents:

((2)) (a) To the responding tribunal or appropriate support
enforcenent agency in the responding state; or
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((2)) (b) If the identity of the responding tribunal is unknown,
to the state informati on agency of the responding state with a request
that they be forwarded to the appropriate tribunal and that recei pt be
acknow edged.

(2) If a responding state has not enacted the UniformInterstate
Fam |y Support Act or a |law or procedure substantially simlar to the
Uniform Interstate Family Support Act, a tribunal of this state may
issue a certificate or other docunent and make findings required by the
|law of the responding state. If the responding state is a foreign
jurisdiction, the tribunal may specify the anmount of support sought and
provi de other docunents necessary to satisfy the requirenents of the
respondi ng st ate.

Sec. 5. RCW 26.21.245 and 1993 c¢ 318 s 305 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Waen a responding tribunal of this state receives a petition or
conpar abl e pl eading froman initiating tribunal or directly pursuant to
RCW 26. 21. 205(3), it shall cause the petition or pleading to be filed
and notify the petitioner ((byfH+st—elass+ail)) where and when it was
filed.

(2) A responding tribunal of this state, to the extent otherw se
aut hori zed by law, nmay do one or nore of the follow ng:

(a) Issue or enforce a support order, nodify a child support order,
or render a judgnent to determ ne parentage;

(b) Oder an obligor to conply with a support order, specifying the
anount and the manner of conpli ance;

(c) Order inconme wthhol ding;

(d) Determ ne the anount of any arrearages, and specify a nethod of
payment ;

(e) Enforce orders by civil or crimnal contenpt, or both;

(f) Set aside property for satisfaction of the support order;

(g) Place liens and order execution on the obligor’s property;

(h) Order an obligor to keep the tribunal informed of the obligor’s
current residential address, telephone nunber, enployer, address of
enpl oynment, and tel ephone nunber at the place of enploynent;

(1) Issue a bench warrant or wit of arrest for an obligor who has
failed after proper notice to appear at a hearing ordered by the
tribunal and enter the bench warrant or wit of arrest in any | ocal and
state conputer systens for crimnal warrants;
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(j) Order the obligor to seek appropriate enploynent by specified
met hods;

(k) Award reasonable attorneys’ fees and other fees and costs; and

(I') Grant any ot her avail abl e renedy.

(3) Aresponding tribunal of this state shall include in a support
order issued under this chapter, or in the docunents acconpanying the
order, the calculations on which the support order is based.

(4) A responding tribunal of this state may not condition the
paynment of a support order issued under this chapter upon conpliance by
a party with provisions for visitation.

(5 If a responding tribunal of this state issues an order under
this chapter, the tribunal shall send a copy of the order ((by—f+++st
elass—+at)) to the petitioner and the respondent and to the initiating
tribunal, if any.

Sec. 6. RCW 26. 21. 255 and 1993 c¢ 318 s 306 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

If a petition or conparable pleading is received by an
i nappropriate tribunal of this state, it shall forward the pl eadi ng and
acconpanyi ng docunents to an appropriate tribunal in this state or

anot her state and notify the petitioner ((byf+++rst—etass—+at)) where

and when the pl eadi ng was sent.

Sec. 7. RCW 26.21.265 and 1993 c¢ 318 s 307 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A support enforcenent agency of this state, upon request, shal
provi de services to a petitioner in a proceeding under this chapter.

(2) A support enforcenment agency that is providing services to the
petitioner as appropriate shall:

(a) Take all steps necessary to enable an appropriate tribunal in
this state or another state to obtain jurisdiction over the respondent;

(b) Request an appropriate tribunal to set a date, tine, and pl ace
for a hearing;

(c) Make a reasonable effort to obtain all relevant information,
including information as to incone and property of the parties;

(d) Wthin ((t+we)) five days, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and
| egal holidays, after receipt of a witten notice froman initiating,
responding, or registering tribunal, send a copy of the notice ((by
tHrst—elass—+ait)) to the petitioner;

SHB 1631 p. 8
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(e) Wthin ((t+we)) five days, exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and
| egal holidays, after receipt of a witten conmunication from the
respondent or the respondent’s attorney, send a copy of the
communi cati on ((by—fH+st—elass—+att)) to the petitioner; and

(f) Notify the petitioner if jurisdiction over the respondent
cannot be obtai ned.

(3) This chapter does not create or negate a relationship of
attorney and client or other fiduciary relationship between a support
enf orcenment agency or the attorney for the agency and the i ndividual
bei ng assisted by the agency.

Sec. 8. RCW 26. 21. 450 and 1993 c¢ 318 s 501 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

((£2r)) An incone-w thhol ding order issued in another state may be
sent ((by—++rst—etass—+mit)) to the person or entity defined as the
obligor’s enpl oyer under ((ehapter—6—2#) RCW50.04.080 wthout first
filing a petition or conparable pleading or registering the order with

a tribunal of this state. ((Upenr—+eeceirpt—of—the—order—the—enpltoyer

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 9. A new section is added to chapter 26.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:

p. 9 SHB 1631
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EMPLOYER S COWPLI ANCE W TH | NCOVE- W THHOLDI NG ORDER OF ANOTHER
STATE. (1) Upon receipt of an incone-w thhol ding order, the obligor’s
enpl oyer shall imediately provide a copy of the order to the obligor.

(2) The enpl oyer shall treat an i ncone-w t hhol di ng order issued in
anot her state that appears regular onits face as if it had been i ssued
by a tribunal of this state.

(3) Except as provided in subsection (4) of this section and
section 10 of this act, the enployer shall w thhold and distribute the
funds as directed in the withhol ding order by conplying with the terns
of the order which specify:

(a) The duration and anount of periodic paynents of current child
support, stated as a sum certain;

(b) The person or agency designhated to receive paynents and the
address to which the paynents are to be forwarded;

(c) Medical support, whether in the formof periodic cash paynent,
stated as sum certain, or ordering the obligor to provide health
i nsurance coverage for the child under a policy available through the
obl i gor’s enpl oynent;

(d) The anpbunt of periodic paynents of fees and costs for a support
enf orcenment agency, the issuing tribunal, and the obligee s attorney,
stated as sumcertain; and

(e) The ampunt of periodic paynents of arrearages and interest on
arrearages, stated as sumcertain.

(4) The enployer shall conply with the law of the state of the
obligor’s principal place of enploynent for wthholding from incone
Wi th respect to:

(a) The enployer’s fee for processing an i ncone wi t hhol di ng order;

(b) The maxi mum anmount permtted to be withheld fromthe obligor’s
i nconme; and

(c) The tinmes wthin which the enployer nust inplenent the
wi t hhol di ng order and forward the child support paynent.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 10. A new section is added to chapter 26.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:

COWPLI ANCE WTH MUTIPLE | NCOVE W THHOLDI NG ORDERS. If an
obligor’s enployer receives nultiple incone-w thholding orders with
respect to the earnings of the sane obligor, the enployer satisfies the
terms of the nmultiple orders if the enployer conplies with the | aw of
the state of the obligor’s principal place of enploynent to establish

SHB 1631 p. 10



© 00 N O Ol bW

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

31
32
33
34
35

the priorities for withholding and allocating income wthheld for
multiple child support obligees.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 11. A newsection is added to chapter 26.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:

| MVUNI TY FROM CIVIL LIABILITY. An enployer who conplies with an
i ncone-w t hhol ding order issued in another state in accordance wth
this article is not subject to civil liability to an individual or
agency with regard to the enpl oyer’s wi thhol ding of child support from
the obligor’s incone.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 12. A new section is added to chapter 26.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:

PENALTI ES FOR NONCOWPLI ANCE. An enployer who willfully fails to
conply with an income-w thholding order issued by another state and
recei ved for enforcenment is subject to the sanme penalties that may be
i nposed for nonconpliance with an order issued by a tribunal of this
state.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 13. A new section is added to chapter 26.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:

CONTEST BY OBLI GOR (1) An obligor may contest the validity or
enforcenent of an i ncone-w thhol di ng order issued in another state and
received directly by an enployer inthis state in the sane manner as if
the order had been issued by a tribunal of this state. RCW 26.21.510
applies to the contest.

(2) The obligor shall give notice of the contest to:

(a) A support enforcenent agency providing services to the obligee;

(b) Each enpl oyer that has directly received an i ncone-w t hhol di ng
order; and

(c) The person or agency designated to receive paynents in the
i nconme-w t hhol ding order, or if no person or agency is designated, to
t he obli gee.

Sec. 14. RCW 26.21.490 and 1993 ¢ 318 s 602 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A support order or incone-wthholding order of another state
may be registered in this state by sending the foll ow ng docunents and
information to the support enforcenent agency of this state or to the

p. 11 SHB 1631



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

NNNNNNRRRRRRRRR R
g » W NP O O 0o ~NO” U D WDN - O

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

superior court of any county in this state where the obligor resides,
wor ks, or has property:

(a) Aletter of transmttal to the tribunal requesting registration
and enforcenent;

(b) Two copies, including one certified copy, of all orders to be
regi stered, including any nodification of an order;

(c) A sworn statement by the party seeking registration or a
certified statenent by the custodi an of the records show ng t he anount
of any arrearage;

(d) The nane of the obligor and, if known:

(i) The obligor’s address and social security nunber;

(i1) The nanme and address of the obligor’s enployer and any ot her
source of incone of the obligor; and

(ti1) A description and the | ocation of property of the obligor in
this state not exenpt from execution; and

(e) The nanme and address of the obligee and, if applicable, the
agency or person to whom support paynents are to be remtted.

(2) On receipt of a request for registration, the registering
tribunal shall cause the order to be filed as a foreign judgnent,
together with one copy of the docunents and i nformation, regardl ess of
their form

(3) Apetition or conparabl e pl eadi ng seeki ng a renedy t hat nust be
affirmatively sought under other law of this state may be filed at the
sane tinme as the request for registration or later. The pleadi ng nust
specify the grounds for the renedy sought.

Sec. 15. RCW 26.21.520 and 1993 ¢ 318 s 605 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Waen a support order or incone-withholding order issued in
another state is registered, the registering tribunal shall notify the

nonregi stering party. ( (Neti+ece—must—be—given—by—~certified—or

aw—eof—thts—state-)) The notice nust be acconpanied by a copy of the
registered order and the docunents and relevant information
acconpanyi ng the order.

(2) The notice nmust informthe nonregistering party:

(a) That a registered order is enforceable as of the date of
registration in the same manner as an order issued by a tribunal of
this state;

SHB 1631 p. 12
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(b) That a hearing to contest the validity or enforcenent of the
regi stered order nust be requested wthin twenty days after the date of
receipt by certified or registered mail or personal service of the
notice given to a nonregistering party within the state and within
sixty days after the date of receipt by certified or registered nail or
personal service of the notice on a nonregi stering party outside of the
st at e;

(c) That failure to contest the validity or enforcenent of the
regi stered order in a tinely manner will result in confirmation of the
order and enforcenent of the order and the alleged arrearages and
precl udes further contest of that order with respect to any matter that
coul d have been asserted; and

(d) O the amobunt of any all eged arrearages.

(3) Upon registration of an inconme-wthholding order for
enforcenment, the registering tribunal shall notify the obligor’s
enpl oyer pursuant to the incone-withholding |aw of this state.

Sec. 16. RCW 26.21.530 and 1993 ¢ 318 s 606 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A nonregistering party seeking to contest the validity or
enforcement of aregistered order inthis state shall request a hearing
within twenty days after the date of receipt of certified or registered
mail or the date of personal service of notice of the registration on
t he nonnoving party within this state, or, within sixty days after the
receipt of certified or registered mail or personal service of the
noti ce on the nonnoving party outside of the state. The nonregistering
party may seek to vacate the registration, to assert any defense to an
al l egation of nonconpliance with the registered order, or to contest
the renedies being sought or the anobunt of any alleged arrearages
pursuant to RCW 26. 21. 540.

(2) If the nonregistering party fails to contest the validity or
enforcement of the registered order in a tinely manner, the order is
confirmed by operation of |aw

(3) If a nonregistering party requests a hearing to contest the
validity or enforcenent of the registered order, the registering
tribunal shall schedule the matter for hearing and give notice to the

parties ((by—+t+rst—elass—sait)) of the date, tinme, and place of the

heari ng.
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Sec. 17. RCW 26.21.580 and 1993 ¢ 318 s 611 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) After a child support order issued in another state has been
registered in this state, the responding tribunal of this state may
nodi fy that order only if((5)) section 19 of this act does not apply
and after notice and hearing((;+)) it finds that:

(a) The followi ng requirenents are net:

(1) The child, the individual obligee, and the obligor do not
reside in the issuing state;

(1i) A petitioner who is a nonresident of this state seeks
nodi fi cation; and

(1i1) The respondent is subject to the personal jurisdiction of the
tribunal of this state; or

(b) ((Ar—ndivdual—party—or)) The child, _or a party who is an
individual, is subject to the personal jurisdiction of the tribunal of
this state and all of the ((+ndividual)) parties who are individuals
have filed ((a&)) witten consents in the issuing tribunal ((previding
that)) for atribunal of this state ((mmy)) to nodify the support order
and assune conti nui ng, exclusive jurisdiction over the order. However
if the issuing state is a foreign jurisdiction that has not enacted a
| aw or established procedures substantially simlar to the procedures
under the Uniformlilnterstate Famly Support Act, the consent otherw se
required of an individual residing in this state is not required for
the tribunal to assune jurisdiction to nodify the child support order.

(2) Modification of a registered child support order is subject to
the sanme requirenments, procedures, and defenses that apply to the
nmodi fication of an order issued by a tribunal of this state and the
order may be enforced and satisfied in the sanme manner.

(3) Atribunal of this state may not nodify any aspect of a child
support order that may not be nodified under the [aw of the issuing
state. If two or nore tribunals have issued child support orders for
the same obligor and child, the order that controls and nust be so
recogni zed under RCW 26.21. 135 establishes the aspects of the support
order that are nonnodifiable.

(4) On issuance of an order nodifying a child support order issued
in another state, a tribunal of this state becones the tribunal ((ef))
havi ng conti nui ng, exclusive jurisdiction.

((£5)_Vithin thi I : . : i ed child
tor ¢4 bt aini I T hal 1 6] e ad
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Sec. 18. RCW 26.21.590 and 1993 ¢ 318 s 612 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A tribunal of this state shall recognize a nodification of its
earlier child support order by a tribunal of another state that assuned
jurisdiction pursuant to the Uniformlinterstate Fam |y Support Act or
a law substantially simlar to this chapter and, upon request, except
as otherw se provided in this chapter, shall:

(1) Enforce the order that was nodified only as to anmpbunts accrui ng
before the nodification;

(2) Enforce only nonnodifiable aspects of that order;

(3) Provide other appropriate relief only for violations of that
order which occurred before the effective date of the nodification;
and

(4) Recognize the nodifying order of the other state, upon
regi stration, for the purpose of enforcenent.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 19. A newsection is added to chapter 26.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:

JURI SDI CTION TO MODI FY CHI LD SUPPORT ORDER OF ANOTHER STATE |F
| NDI VI DUAL PARTI ES RESIDE IN TH S STATE. (1) If all of the parties who
are individuals reside in this state and the child does not reside in
the i ssuing state, a tribunal of this state has jurisdiction to enforce
and to nodify the issuing state’s child support order in a proceedi ng
to register that order.

(2) A tribunal of this state exercising jurisdiction under this
section shall apply the provisions of Articles 1 and 2, this article,
and the procedural and substantive |law of this state to the proceedi ng
for enforcenent or nodification. Articles 3, 4, 5, 7, and 8 of this
chapter do not apply.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 20. A newsection is added to chapter 26.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:

NOTI CE TO | SSUI NG TRIBUNAL OF MODI FI CATION. Wthin thirty days
after issuance of a nodified child support order, the party obtaining
the nodification shall file a certified copy of the order with the
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issuing tribunal that had continuing, exclusive jurisdiction over the
earlier order, and in each tribunal in which the party knows the
earlier order has been registered. A party who obtains the order and
fails to file a certified copy is subject to appropriate sanctions by
a tribunal in which the issue of failure to file arises. The failure
to file does not affect the validity or enforceability of the nodified
order of the new tribunal having continuing, exclusive jurisdiction.

Sec. 21. RCW 26.21.620 and 1993 ¢ 318 s 701 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A tribunal of this state may serve as an initiating or
respondi ng tribunal in a proceedi ng brought under this chapter or a | aw

or _procedure substantially simlar to this chapter, the Uniform
Reci procal Enforcenment of Support Act, or the Revised Uniform
Reci procal Enforcenent of Support Act to determ ne that the petitioner
is a parent of a particular child or to determ ne that a respondent is
a parent of that child.

(2) In a proceeding to determ ne parentage, a responding tribunal
of this state shall apply the UniformParentage Act, chapter 26.26 RCW
procedural and substantive law of this state, and the rules of this
state on choice of |aw

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 22. A newsection is added to chapter 26.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:

ADOPTI ON OF RULES. The secretary of the departnent of social and
health services shall issue such rules as necessary to act as the
adm ni strative tribunal pursuant to RCW 26. 21. 015.

~-- END ---
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