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HOUSE BI LL 1472

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Reans, Ronmero, Pennington, Sherstad and Lantz

Read first tine 01/28/97. Referred to Commttee on Gover nnment Reform
& Land Use.

AN ACT Relating to m neral resource | and desi gnation; adding a new
section to chapter 36. 70A RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that the
avai lability of mnerals through surface mning is essential to the
econom ¢ wel |l -being of the state and nation. The citizens of the state
are rapidly running out of approved or designated sites to extract
these mnerals. Therefore, the avail abl e sources of these mnerals are
nearly exhaust ed.

The state has enacted several laws in recent years directing |ocal
governnents to nmeke | and use decisions for appropriate uses of |and
t hrough desi gnation i n advance of or during the conprehensive pl anni ng
process and then to limt the specific approval process to mtigating
specific inpacts of the use or uses allowed by the designation. The
current planning and regul atory environnment nmakes economcally viable
permts unobtainable for the vast mpjority of the sites where the
m nerals are | ocated and needed.

The cost of transportation of mnerals for any significant distance
can have an exponential effect on the costs to the taxpayers of the
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state. Surface mning nmust take place in diverse areas where the
geol ogi ¢, topographic, climtic, biologic, and social conditions are
significantly different, and reclamation specifications nust vary
accordi ngly. But surface mning is a finite use of the land and
anot her beneficial use nust follow through reclamati on.

Therefore, the |l egislature finds that designation, production, and
conservation of adequate sources of mnerals is in the best interests
of the citizens of the state.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 36. 70A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1)(a) Where the county has classified mneral |ands pursuant to
RCW 36. 70A. 050 and mneral resource |ands of |ong-term conmerci al
significance exist, a county shall designate sufficient mneral
resource |l ands in the conprehensive plans to neet the projected twenty-
year, county-w de need. Once designated, mneral resource uses,
i ncl udi ng operations as defined in RCW78.44.031, shall be established
as an allowed use in |ocal devel opnent regul ati ons.

(b) The county shall designate mneral resource deposits, both
active and inactive, in economcally viable proximty to |ocations
where the deposits are likely to be used.

(c) This section has no applicability to netals mning and mlling
operations as defined in RCW 78. 56. 020.

(2) Nothing in this section precludes any unit of governnent from
accepting the | owest responsi bl e bid for purchase of mneral materi al s,
regardl ess of source.

(3) Through its conprehensive plan and devel opnent regul ati ons, as
defined in RCW36. 70A. 030, a county, city, or town shall discourage the
siting of new applications of inconpatible uses adjacent to mnera
resource industries, deposits, and hol di ngs.

(4) Any additions or anmendnents to conprehensive plans or
devel opnent regul ations required by this section may be adopted during
the normal course of adopting or anending the conprehensive plan or
devel opnent regul ati ons.

(5) For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Long-term comrercial significance” 1includes the mneral
conposition of the land for |ong-term econom cally viable conmerci al
production, in considerationwth the mneral resource land s proximty
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to population areas, product markets, and the possibility of nore
i ntense uses of the | and.

(b) "Allowed use" neans the use or uses specified by |Iocal
devel opment regul ations as appropriate wthin those areas designated
through the advance or conprehensive planning process. Once
designated, a proposed allowed use shall be reviewed for project
specific inpacts and nay be conditioned to mtigate significant adverse
i npacts wthin the context of site plan approval, but such revi ew shal
not revisit the question of |and use.

~-- END ---
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