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HOUSE BI LL 1004

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Carl son, Honeyford, Dunshee and D. Schm dt

Read first tine 01/13/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Adm ni strati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to i ndependent political advertising; and anmendi ng
RCW 42.17.510.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW42.17.510 and 1995 ¢ 397 s 19 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Al witten political advertising, whether relating to
candi dat es or ball ot propositions, shall include the sponsor’s nane and
addr ess. All radio and television political advertising, whether
relating to candidates or ballot propositions, shall include the
sponsor’s nanme. The use of an assuned nane shall be unlawful. The
party with which a candidate files shall be clearly identified in
political advertising for partisan office.

(2) At least ten days before distributing or airing political
advertising relating to a candidate undertaken as an independent
expendi ture, the person or entity proposing to undertake the political
advertising nmust submt a copy of the political advertising to each
candidate for that office, together with his or her nane, address,
city, state, and telephone nunber. In addition to the ((watertals
regui+red—by)) identification requirenents of subsection (1) of this
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section, all political advertising relating to a candi date undertaken

as an independent expenditure ((by—a—person—or—entity—other—than—a
party—erganization)) nust include ((thefolowing)) a statenent on the

communi cation as foll ows:

(a) If requested by a candidate for this office within five days of
when the candidate received a copy of the advertising, the follow ng
statenent nust be included on the comrunication: "NOTlI CE TO VOTERS
(Required by law): This advertisenent is not authorized or approved by
(nanme_or nanes of the candidates making the request) or any other
candidate for this office. It is paid for by (nanme, address, city,
state)."

(b) In all other instances, the following statenent nust be
included on the communication: "NOIlICE TO VOTERS (Required by |aw):
Thi s advertisenent is not authorized or approved by any candi date. It
is paid for by (nanme, address, city, state)."”

(3) In addition, if the advertisenent relating to a candidate
undertaken as an independent expenditure s undertaken by a
noni ndi vi dual other than a party organization, then the follow ng
notati on must al so be included: "Top Five Contributors,” foll owed by
a listing of the names of the five persons or entities meking the
| argest contributions reportabl e under this chapter during the twel ve-
mont h period before the date of the advertisenent.

((3))) (4) The statenents and listings of contributors required by
((subseet+ons—{(H)—and{2)r—of)) this section shall:

(a) Appear on the first page or fold of the witten comuni cation
in at least ten-point type, or in type at l|least ten percent of the
| argest size type used in a witten conmuni cation directed at nore than
one voter, such as a billboard or poster, whichever is |arger;

(b) Not be subject to the half-tone or screening process;

(c) Be set apart fromany other printed matter; and

(d) Be clearly spoken on any broadcast advertisenent.

((4))) (5) Political yard signs are exenpt fromthe requirenents
of ((subseetions—(1H—and—(2)—of)) this section that the nane and
address of the sponsor of political advertising be listed on the
advertising. In addition, the public disclosure comm ssion shall, by
rule, exenpt fromall or part of the identification requirements of

((subseet+ons—(1)—and—(2r—eof)) this section, forns of political

advertising such as canpaign buttons, balloons, pens, pencils, sky-
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writing, i nscriptions, and other fornms of advertising where
identification is inpractical.

((65)Y)) (6) For the purposes of this section, "yard sign" neans any
out door sign wth dinmensions no greater than eight feet by four feet.

~-- END ---
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