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5127-S2 AVH FI'N H3150. 1

2SSB 5127 - H COWM AMD ADOPTED AS AMD 4-11-97
By Comm ttee on Fi nance

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 70.168
RCWto read as foll ows:

The departnment shall establish by rule a grant program for
desi gnated trauma care services. The grants shall be nmade from the
energency nedical services and trauma care system trust account and
shall require regional matching funds. The trust account funds and
regional match will be in a seventy-five to twenty-five percent ratio.

Sec. 2. RCW 70. 168. 040 and 1990 ¢ 269 s 17 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The enmergency nedi cal services and trauma care systemtrust account
is hereby created in the state treasury. Mneys shall be transferred
to the energency nedi cal services and trauma care systemtrust account
from the public safety education account or other sources as
appropriated, and as collected under section 3 of this act and RCW
46. 61. 5054(3) and 46.63.110(6). Di sbursements shall be nade by the
departnment subject to |egislative appropriation. Expenditures may be
made only for the purposes of the state traunma care systemunder this
chapter, including energency nedical services, traum care services,
rehabilitative services, and the planning and devel opnent of related
services under this chapter

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 46.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

In addition to any other fees, fines, or penalties inposed under
this chapter, any person who is convicted, sentenced to a |esser
charge, or given deferred prosecution, as a result of an arrest for
violating any provision of this chapter other than RCW 46.61. 502,
46. 61. 504, 46.61.520, or 46.61.522, shall be assessed a fee of forty-
five dollars. Revenue fromthis fee shall be forwarded to the state
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treasurer for deposit in the energency nedi cal services and trauma care
system trust account under RCW 70.168. 040. The public safety and
educati on assessnent inposed under RCW 3. 62. 090 does not apply to the
fee i nposed under this section.

Sec. 4. RCW46.61.5054 and 1995 ¢ 398 s 15 and 1995 ¢ 332 s 13 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(D(a) Inaddition to penalties set forth in RCW46. 61. 5051 t hrough
46. 61. 5053 until Septenmber 1, 1995, and RCW 46. 61. 5055 thereafter, a
one hundred twenty-five dollar fee shall be assessed to a person who i s
either convicted, sentenced to a |lesser charge, or given deferred
prosecution, as a result of an arrest for violating RCW 46.61. 502
46. 61. 504, 46.61.520, or 46.61.522. This fee is for the purpose of
fundi ng the Washi ngton state toxicology |aboratory and the Washi ngton
state patrol for grants and activities to increase the conviction rate
and decrease the incidence of persons driving under the influence of
al cohol or drugs.

(b) Upon a verified petition by the person assessed the fee, the
court may suspend paynent of all or part of the fee if it finds that
t he person does not have the ability to pay.

(c) When a mnor has been adjudicated a juvenile offender for an
of fense which, if commtted by an adult, would constitute a violation
of RCW 46.61. 502, 46.61.504, 46.61.520, or 46.61.522, the court shal
assess the one hundred twenty-five dollar fee under (a) of this
subsection. Upon a verified petition by a m nor assessed the fee, the
court may suspend paynent of all or part of the fee if it finds that
the m nor does not have the ability to pay the fee.

(2) The fee assessed under subsection (1) of this section shall be
collected by the clerk of the court and distributed as foll ows:

(a) Forty percent shall be subject to distribution under RCW
3.46.120, 3.50.100, 35.20.220, 3.62.020, 3.62.040, or 10.82.070.

(b) The renmainder of the fee shall be forwarded to the state
treasurer who shall, through June 30, 1997, deposit: Fifty percent in
the death investigations’ account to be used solely for funding the
state toxicol ogy | aboratory bl ood or breath testing prograns; and fifty
percent in the state patrol highway account to be used solely for
funding activities to increase the conviction rate and decrease the
i nci dence of persons driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
Effective July 1, 1997, the remainder of the fee shall be forwarded to
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the state treasurer who shall deposit: Fifteen percent in the death
i nvestigations’ account to be used solely for funding the state
t oxi col ogy | aboratory bl ood or breath testing prograns; and ei ghty-five
percent in the state patrol highway account to be used solely for
funding activities to increase the conviction rate and decrease the
i nci dence of persons driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs.

(3) In addition to the fee inposed under subsection (1) of this
section and the penalties i nposed under RCW46. 61. 5055, a person who i s
either convicted, sentenced to a lesser charge, or given deferred
prosecution, as a result of an arrest for violating RCW 46.61.502
46. 61.504, 46.61.520, or 46.61.522, shall be assessed a seventy-five
dol |l ar fee. Revenue from this fee shall be forwarded to the state
treasurer for deposit in the enmergency nedical services and trauma care
system trust account under RCW 70.168. 040. The public safety and
education assessnent inposed under RCW 3. 62. 090 does not apply to the
fee inposed under this subsection

(4) Subsections (1) and (2) of this section ((apptes)) apply to
any offense commtted on or after July 1, 1993. Subsection (3) of this
section applies to any offense commtted after the effective date of

this section.

Sec. 5. RCW46.63.110 and 1993 ¢ 501 s 11 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A person found to have commtted a traffic infraction shall be
assessed a nonetary penalty. No penalty may exceed two hundred and
fifty dollars for each offense unless authorized by this chapter or
title.

(2) The suprene court shall prescribe by rule a schedule of
nmonetary penalties for designated traffic infractions. This rule shal
al so specify the conditions under which local courts nay exercise
discretion in assessing fines and penalties for traffic infractions.
The |l egislature respectfully requests the suprene court to adjust this
schedul e every two years for inflation.

(3) There shall be a penalty of twenty-five dollars for failure to
respond to a notice of traffic infraction except where the infraction
relates to parking as defined by |ocal |aw, ordinance, regulation, or
resolution or failure to pay a nonetary penalty inposed pursuant to
this chapter. A local |egislative body may set a nonetary penalty not
to exceed twenty-five dollars for failure to respond to a notice of
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traffic infraction relating to parking as defined by local |[aw,
ordi nance, regulation, or resolution. The local court, whether a
muni ci pal , police, or district court, shall inpose the nonetary penalty
set by the local |egislative body.

(4) Monetary penalties provided for in chapter 46. 70 RCWwhi ch are
civil in nature and penalties which may be assessed for violations of
chapter 46.44 RCWrelating to size, weight, and | oad of notor vehicles
are not subject to the limtation on the amobunt of nonetary penalties
whi ch may be inposed pursuant to this chapter

(5) Whenever a nonetary penalty is inposed by a court under this
chapter it is imedi ately payable. If the person is unable to pay at
that time the court may, in its discretion, grant an extension of the
period in which the penalty may be paid. |If the penalty is not paid on
or before the tinme established for paynent the court shall notify the
departnent of the failure to pay the penalty, and the departnent shal
suspend the person’s driver’s license or driving privilege until the
penalty has been paid and the penalty provided in subsection (3) of
this section has been paid.

(6) In addition to any other penalties inposed under this section
and not subject to the limtation of subsection (1) of this section, a
person found to have commtted a traffic infraction shall be assessed
a penalty of twenty dollars. Revenue from this penalty shall be
forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit in the energency nedical
services and trauma care system trust account under RCW 70.168. 040.
The public safety and educati on assessnent inposed under RCW 3. 62. 090
does not apply to the penalty inposed under this subsection.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The legislature finds as foll ows:

Emergency nedical services and trauma care are provided to all
residents of the state regardless of a person’'s ability to pay.
Hi storically, hospitals and health care providers have been able to
recover sone of their financial l|osses incurred in caring for an
uni nsured or underinsured person by charging persons able to pay nore.
In recent years, the health care industry has undergone substantia
changes. Wth the advent of managed health care prograns and the
adoption of new cost control neasures, sonme hospitals and health care
providers assert that it is difficult to shift costs for uninsured and
underinsured patients onto insured patients.
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In 1990 the legislature established a coordinated trauma care
system Part of the 1990 | egislation included funding for a study to
determne the extent to which trauna care is unconpensated and
under conpensated. This study focused exclusively on trauma care. The
| egislature finds that, as a prerequisite to determ ning the anount of
state aid that nay be necessary to assist health care providers and
facilities, it is necessary to examne trauma care |losses within the
context of a health care provider or facility's total financial
oper ati ons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The departnment of health shall conduct a
financial study of health care facilities, physicians, and surgeons who
provi de trauma care.

(1) For health care facilities providing trauma care, the study
shal | :

(a) Exam ne costs, charges, actual expenses, and |evels of
rei nbursenent associated with all services provided by health care
facilities.

(b) Anal yze which types of services generate incone for health care
facilities and which types of services result in an incone | oss.

(c) Review grants, contributions, and other incone received by
health care facilities that are not fee-for-service revenues.

(d) Conpare and contrast financial statements for health care
facilities providing trauna care to determne if the overall financial
condition of such facilities has worsened, inproved, or held constant
over the last five years.

(2) For physicians and surgeons providing trauma care, the study
shal | :

(a) Determ ne whether total salaries and other conpensation paid to
physi ci ans and surgeons provi ding trauma care has i ncreased, decreased,
or held the sane over the last five years.

(b) Conpare if salary and conpensation trends over the last five
years differ for physicians and surgeons providing trauma care from
sal ary and conpensation trends for the state’s physicians and surgeons
as an entire group.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. (1) To performthis study, the departnent
shall forman advisory commttee. The advisory conmttee shall include
two nenbers of the house of representatives to be appointed by the
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speaker of the house of representatives and two nenbers of the senate
to be appoi nted by the president of the senate. The advisory committee
may al so i nclude nenbers of the enmergency nedical services and trauna
care steering conmttee, as well as health care financial experts from
the academ c, financial, and nedical communities, to be appointed by
t he departnent of health.

(2) The departnent of health shall provide staff for the purpose of
t he study.

(3) The departnent of health shall present a final report of the
findings of the study to the conmttees of the legislature that deal
with health and revenue matters by Decenber 31, 1997.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 5 of this act take effect
January 1, 1998."

Correct the title accordingly.

~-- END ---



