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SENATE BILL 5014

State of Washington 53rd Legislature 1993 Regular Session
By Senators Nelson and West

Read first time 01/11/93. Referred to Committee on Government
Operations.

AN ACT Relating to solicitation of signatures on initiative and
referendum petitions; amending RCW 29.79.490; adding a new section to
chapter 29.79 RCW, creating a new section; prescribing penalties; and
declaring an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that soliciting
signatures on an initiative or referendum petition is a
constitutionally protected activity and that paying a salary to an
individual for soliciting petition signatures may not be prohibited.
However, the legislature declares that there is a strong state interest
in assuring that there is no fraud practiced in obtaining signatures on
initiative and referendum petitions and that compensation paid and
received for soliciting petition signatures that is based in whole or
in part on the number of signatures collected creates an incentive to
misrepresent the content or purpose of the petition.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 29.79 RCW

to read as follows:
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Paying or receiving compensation for soliciting signatures on an
initiative or referendum petition is a gross misdemeanor punishable
under chapter 9A.20 RCW if any of that compensation is based on the
number of signatures collected in the course of or as a result of that
solicitation.

Sec. 3. RCW 29.79.490 and 1975-76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 112 s 2 are each
amended to read as follows:
Every person ((shal—bep)—+s— __ gquilty of a gross misdemeanor who:
(1) For any consideration or gratuity or promise thereof, signs or
declines to sign any initiative or referendum petition; or

4))) Gives or offers any consideration or gratuity to any person

to induce him to sign or not to sign((, or to seliet—er—proectre—————
. o : I ition.): cor
or against any initiative or referendum measure; or
(((5))-(3) _ Interferes with or attempts to interfere with the right
of any voter to sign or not to sign an initiative or referendum
petition or with the right to vote for or against an initiative or
referendum measure by threats, intimidation, or any other corrupt means
or practice((; or
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state government and its existing public institutions, and shall take
effect immediately.

- END --
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