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SYNOPSIS AS ENACTED

Brief Description: Changing the family emergency assistance
program.

SPONSORS:Senator Rinehart

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

BACKGROUND:

The Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) emergency
assistance program provides food, shelter, clothing, medical
care, and other necessary items to needy persons. The
eligibility and resource standards for emergency assistance
are stricter than the standards for Aid to Families with
Dependent Children (AFDC). The state receives federal Title
IV-A matching funds for the emergency assistance program.

The department presently provides many other emergency
services to the public. If the department added these other
services to the emergency assistance program, the state would
receive additional Title IV-A matching funds.

The family preservation services statute provides that
matching federal funds shall supplement and not supplant state
funds for the program.

SUMMARY:

DSHS may provide emergency assistance in the form of family
reconciliation services, family preservation services, home-
based services, short-term substitute care, crisis nurseries,
therapeutic child care, or other necessary services.

A person is eligible for emergency assistance if his or her
income is at, or less than, 100 percent of the federal poverty
level. When determining eligibility for emergency assistance,
the department may consider the applicant’s other resources.

VOTES ON FINAL PASSAGE:

Senate 49 0
House 98 0

EFFECTIVE: July 25, 1993
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