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SENATE BI LL 5627

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Cenents, Tom Winstein, Rockefeller, Cemg
Kast ama, Hobbs, Pridenore, Eide, Franklin, Shin, Regala, Marr,
Murray, Spanel, Hargrove, Kline, Kilner, Haugen, Kohl-Wlles and
Rasnussen

Read first tinme 01/25/2007. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning
& K-12 Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to basic education funding; creating new sections;
and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. As the world has changed, the requirenents
of what a basic education is have al so changed. The state's definition
of basic education and the corresponding funding fornulas nust be
regularly updated in order to keep pace with evolving educational
practices and increasing state and federal requirenments and to ensure
that all schools have the resources they need to help give all students
the opportunity to be fully prepared to conpete in a gl obal econony.
The work of Washington | earns steering conmttee and the K-12 advisory
comm ttee provides a valuable starting point fromwhich to evaluate the
current educational system and develop a unique, transparent, and
stabl e educational funding system for Wshington that supports the
goals and the vision of a world-class |earner-focused K-12 educati onal
systemthat were established in the final Washington | earns report.

This act is intended to nake provision for sonme significant first
steps towards a new basic education funding system and establishes a
technical work group to address the details and next steps beyond the
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2007-2009 biennium that wll be necessary to inplement a new
conprehensive K-12 finance fornmula or formulas, that wll provide
Washi ngton schools with stable and adequate funding as the expectations
for the K-12 systemcontinue to evol ve.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1)(a) The Washington state institute for
public policy shall staff a technical advisory comnmttee to review all
current basic education funding fornulas and develop a new funding
structure, and all necessary fornulas, that is realigned with the new
expectations of the state's education system as established in the
Novenber 2006 final report of the Washington |learns steering committee
and the basic education provisions established in chapter 28A 150 RCW

(b) I'n selecting the nenbers of the technical advisory conmmttee,
t he Washington state institute for public policy shall, at a m ni num
seek recommendations from the Wshington state school directors
associ ation, the Washi ngton parent teacher association, the Washi ngton
associ ation of school adm nistrators, the Washi ngton school principals
associ ation, the Washi ngton education associ ation, the Washi ngton state
speci al education coalition, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction, the Wshington association of career and technical
educati on, public school enployees of Washi ngton, the WAshington state
association of multicultural education, and the Wshington business
roundt abl e; however, the Washington state institute for public policy
is not required to select any individual submtted by the |isted

gr oups.
(2) The technical advisory commttee shall:
(a) Consist of twelve nenbers, not including the chair. The

institute for public policy shall appoint eight of the twelve nenbers
and each of those eight nenbers shall have docunented significant
experience with Wshington K-12 finance issues including use and
application of the current basic education funding fornulas. The
remai ning four nenbers shall be |egislators. The president of the
senate shall appoint one nenber fromeach of the two | argest caucuses
of the senate. The speaker of the house of representatives shal
appoi nt one nenber from each of the two | argest caucuses of the house
of representatives;

(b) Have a chair w th business experience who al so has experience

SB 5627 p. 2



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W WWNNNNMNNNMNNMNNNRRRRRRERLERPRPR
NP, O ®© 0~No 0N WNEROOODW-NOOOUDAWRINIERO

33
34
35
36

wi th Washi ngton finance issues including know edge of the K-12 fundi ng
formul as, who is appointed by the governor;

(c) I'n developing its recommendations, review the reports rel ated
to K-12 finance produced at the request of or as a result of the
Washi ngton | earns study, including reports conpleted for or by the K-12
advi sory conm ttee;

(d) Provide an initial report to the governor and the |egislature
within sixty days of the effective date of this section establishing an
initial plan of action, reporting deadlines, a tineline for fulfilling
the requirenents of this act, and an initial recommended tineline for
a phased-in inplenentation of a new funding systemthat does not exceed

Si X years;
(e) Provide a second report to the governor and the | egislature by
Sept enber 15, 2007, t hat i ncludes recommendati ons, i ncl udi ng

i npl enmenting legislation as necessary, for at least two but no nore
than four options for allocating school enployee conpensation. One of
the options nust be outcone-based. The second report shall also
include a finalized tineline and plan for addressing the renaining
conponents of a new fundi ng system and

(f) Provide a final report wth recomendations for at |east two
but no nore than four options for revising the remaining K-12 fundi ng
structure, including inplenenting legislation as necessary, and a
tinmeline for phasing in full adoption of the new funding structure
The final report shall be submtted to the governor and the | egislature
by January 1, 2008, unless the commttee requests additional time from

the I|egislature. One of the options nust be outcone-based. The
request for additional time may be in the form of a letter to the
| egi sl ature. A witten request for additional time shall be

automatically granted wwth no action required by the legislature if the
written request includes a detailed explanation of why additional tine
is needed, what issues remain to be resolved, and an estimted date
that the final report will be nade avail abl e.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. The funding structure alternatives devel oped
by the technical advisory commttee under section 2 of this act shal
take into consideration the legislative priorities in this subsection,
to the maxi num extent possible and as appropriate to each formula.
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(1) The funding structure should reflect the nost effective
instructional strategies and service delivery nodels and be based on
research-proven education prograns and activities with denonstrated
cost benefits. In reviewing the possible strategies and nodels to
include in the funding structure the commttee shall, at a m ninum
consider the foll ow ng issues:

(a) Professional devel opnent for all staff;

(b) Voluntary all-day kindergarten;

(c) Optinmum class size, including different class sizes based on
grade | evel and ways to reduce cl ass size;

(d) Performance-based conpensati on;

(e) Focused instructional support for students and schools;

(f) Extended school day and school year options; and

(g) Health and safety requirenents.

(2) The recommendati ons shoul d provi de maxi num transparency of the
state's educational funding system in order to better help parents,
citizens, and school personnel in Wshington understand how their
school systemis funded.

(3) The funding structure should be linked to accountability for
student out cones and performance.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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