If's busy hme for bill draffers

By TERESA CHEBUHAR
Times Staff Reporter

I OLYMPIA — If you ever :

catch yoursell ' or someone

else saying, "“There ought to

be a law,” go ahead and
_ write one.

“Bill draitlng is just good
logical writing,  There is.no '

" magic to ' it, just  certain,
1 guidelines,” said Richard 0.

White, code reviser in the "
Legislature’s Bill « Dral’tmg.

; Section.

White and elght other et- g

... torneys spend much of their

. time composing ‘and- revis- - |

ing bills to be introduced lrl
the Legislature.’ i
Sometimes the: pmposed,

~ bill *'is-just a:gleam in: the,

legislator’s eya'and it's like

baking a'cake fromw.

* scratch,” White said..

BILL DRAFI'ING takes
from minites' to''a week.

White or another | drafter |
may interview - the /person:
who would llke a bill _writ-i

- R
“I" have  seen me

| through here ‘in /20 i'nln- ]
utes," but it normally takes |

longer

he  de-,
, clared. ¢

than that,

Any of . the bill'drafters |

can write bills on any num-

ber of subjects.’ They are!

generalists who “‘tend to be-! said,

. come . specialists.” " Among

the drafters are spec:a]ists: i

: in education 4nd taxation.

' A lawyer-client:'confiden-
. tial " relationship is " main-
tained " through * drafting
even though . the drafters
may receive several similar
bill requests. In one session,
White said, 15 bills* were
drafted ' when = “bombings
,were a hot item.” .-

This  session many. bills
. deal with education, pen-
sions and energy.

» THOUGH _ BILL ° drafters
. get their ideas and work: di-
rectlon from the. legislators,
“we do not’try to interject

our opinions in the pohcy Hi

White said.

Anyone can - write. a bill,

. and propose that his’ repre-,
sentative introduce ..it,

constitutional, White"* point=™
v ed out. At um%. the Bill
Drafting“Section" sends
proposed -legislation; to the

\ attorney general fok'an. opis’

Yo
course, -the .bill' has’to’ be 'y

. "We tallor thern to exlstmg

laws."”

.After a bill has been writ-
ten in the Bill Drafting Sec-
tion it is sent back to the

legislator, who may want to

change it.
“No" number of changes
makes us- grum]:y, White

_Tl_'le bill drafters use com-

-nion as to'its constitutionali== |-

ty before 'proceeding wjl.h
the legislative process.’ 7 !:7!-
{“We do not write bills ln a't
G \racuum,":_. Whlte Sty added,
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IRic__halrd b.‘_iWhi’re '-

puters to' review present
laws which would be affect-
ed by the proposed  law.
Such a review is necessary
to ensure continuity in the
laws, '

DURING THE 43rd legis-’
lative session the bill draft-'
ers logged 6,103 documents;

 But

2,931 were bills ‘introduced
during the session.

“We are drafting bills all
year long,”" White said. But
legislators “procrastinate
legislators -+ “‘procasti-
nate .like anyone else,” so
White and his staff were
working feverishly Sunday
preparing bills for the open-
ing of the special session
Monday. y

Not:all the bills bemg con-
sidered in this session are
new and some need updat-
ing to reflect action taken
last spring., As committees
meet to discuss and hear
testimony on proposed bills,
amendments may be added.
Those too, are sent to the
Bill Drafting Section. -

COMPUTERS DON'T
write the bills yet, but they
can print out points of a bill
which are being considered
for change in the Legisla-

‘ ture. They even produce an

“exception report” if a

word is misspelled.

“We have come a long
way from the seven carbon
copies” of bills we used to
produce; that’s seven era-
sures for each mistake,"”
White said.

Asked if he worries about
technical errors: which

.could” produce a monster

bill by simply transposing a
word, White smiled, rapped
on his desk and replied, “It
hasn't happened yet."



