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The Washington Slate Legisla-
tive Council was created by a
1947 law (RCW 44.24.010.070)
some fourteen years after the
establishment of the first Leg-
islative Council in Kansas.

It consisls of 21 members, in-
cluding the President Pro-Tem
of the Senale and the Speaker
of the House, with the President
appointing the remaining nine
Senators and the Speaker ap-
pointing the remaining ten Rep-
resentatives,

The membership must include
at least one individual from
each congressional district, and
no more than twelve of the
Council members can be mem-
bers of any one political party.

Senate members are confirm-
ed by the Senate, and House
members by the Ilouse of Rep-
resentatives, If appointmenls
are not timely made, members
are elected by the respective
Houses. .

The vacancies of Senate mem-
bers are filled by appointment
by lhe remaining Senate mem-
bers, and the same procedure
is followed by House members.
Vacancies must be filled from
the same political party as that
of the member whose seat was
vacated.

The term of office of all mem-
bers is from the time of con-
firmation or election until their
successors have becen confirmed
or clected, or until they cease
fo be members of the Legisla-
ture.

The Council’s powers and
d.ulies include: (1) Interim Stu-
dies. To perform through the
council as a whole, or through
subcommittees, duties and func-

-

tions customarily delegated to
special interim legislative com-
mittees; (2) Improve Stale Gov-
ernment. To study administra-
tive organization and procedure
of all agencies of stale govern-
ment and lo recommend im-
provements.

(3) Hearings. To make other
studies of slate government and
to hear complaints, hold hecar-
ings, gather information, make
findings of fact. Prior approval
of two-thirds of the membership
is required to authorize publie
hearings.

(4) Legislative Matters. To at-
tend generally to business ad-
dressed to, or affecting the Leg-
islature during the interim be-
tween regular sessions.

(5) Reports. To make periodic
reports to members of the Leg-
islature and a biennial report
ten days prior to each regu-
lar session,

(6) Interstate Cooperation. To
cooperate and function with
similar Councils in other stateg
and the Council of State Gov-
ernments,

The executive committee
serves as administrative body
for the Council, and in addi-
tion occasionally undertakes re-
search assignments, It is com-
posed of the chairman, vice
chairman and secretary of the
Legislative Council.

The Council operates through
subcommittees numbering, dur-
ing the last few years, approx-
mately twelve, They parallel
the mujor standing committees
of the sessions. ‘

It ordinarily has a permanent
research and clerical staff
which prepares materials and
reports [or the Council and its
subcommittees and places all

recommendations in actual bill
form for introduction in the
Legislature. .

The Council frequenily wutl-
lizes olher mermbers of the Leg-
islature as special commiltee
members and has, on occasion,
established large advisory com-
mitlees representing various or-
ganizations in the stale to as-
sist in ils major projects.

Regular meetings are held at
least every three months and
subcommiltee and other mect-
ings number in the hundreds
during a biennium,

As in the other 41 states
which now have .Legislalive
Councils, it is recognized that a
60-day session, once every two
years, is inadequale for the
scope and complexity of pres-

. ent state government, the Leg-
islative Council, which has con-
tinuily and time to study and

appraise major problems, is one,

method of assisting the Legis-
lature,
In addition to the long-range

development of proposed legis-

lation, the members and ex-of-
ficio members of the Council be-
come well informed on matters
of public assistance, education,
natural resourges. and other
areas in which they work.

Although, as previously
stated, the Council was estab-
lished in 1947, it did not have a
professional career staff until
1953. During this time the Coun-
cil has: '

1. Carried on continuous re-
search on taxation, institutions,
public welfare, natural re-
sources, commerce und indus-
try, agriculture, education, lo-
cal government, ele.

2. Functioned as Commission
on Interstate Cooperation and as

contact point for Council of
State Governments, other
slales, public agencies; beceiv-
ing, in relurn, reciprocal serv-
ice.

3. Drafted legislation designed
to improve state and local gov-
ernment and to implement re-
quest from reputable agencies
and organizations; served as ob-
jective information, source to
news media, the public and
state officials;

4. Published numerous factual
re{l_arls on assessment, junior
colleges, judiciary, taxation,
water resources, - re-apportion-

tionment and scores of other

subjects;

5. Assisted in orientation
courses for new legislators, pro-
vided individual research assist-

- ance lo all legislators, both dur-

ing sessions and in the inlerim,
and staff assistance to standing
committees and helped to de-
velop expert knowledge on the
pﬁrt of legislators on the Coun-
cu, '

As previously reported, Gov-
ernor Rosellini veloed the $177,-
741 appropriation made direct-
ly to the Council by the 1963
Legislalure to cover its ex-
penses between sessions of the
Legislature.

Prior Lo the velo Lhe Council
had an experienced slaff com-
posed of from § to 7 members.
Alter the velo the Counecil de-
cided to maintain its program
with a limiled staff und pay ils
expenses oul of an appropria-
tion made for the IHouse of Rep-
resentatives. The stalf was then
cut to three persons.

On June 27, 1963, Allorney

- General John J. O'Connell ap-

proved this financial arrange-
ment by the Council, but on
December 17, 1963, he reversed
his opinion contending thal the
wording of lhe Supreme Court
decision which upheld the Gov-
ernor’s veto, cast a doubt on
his original opinion. As a re-
sult, the Legislative Council wag
deprived of the balance of ils
staff,
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DONALD C. SAMPSON, Executive Secretary of the Legislative
Council, points out some of the background material necessary
to the Council’'s work. Sompson says that the information in
the Council’s affairs is the most up-to-date material to be
found anywhere. The large box behind Sampson contains
material necessary for a study on the various retirement sys-
tems.
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