
The Legislative Council began producing these Handbooks to help freshmen and even longtime legislators review the basic 
procedures of passing bills and other business. This Handbook from the 1953-55 session lists thirty-two committees for 
the Senate and thirty-six for the House. It notes that House members now voted electronically, a recent innovation for that 
chamber, while the Senate used roll call voting. The section where it describes where legislators could fi nd information 
in the early 1950s illustrates the limited resources available to legislators, a factor that pushed Speaker Sawyer’s reforms. 
Minimal staff help from a “steno pool” as well as the low salary schedule are other points of contrast.








































































